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PvERY day will I bless Thee, and I will praise 
Thy name for ever and ever. — Ps. cxlv. 2. 






«♦• 



"IIThen you wake in the morning, and open your 
eyes, 
O try to remember the Lord ; 
Think, my child, of the gifts which His goodness 
supplies. 
And read a sweet verse in His word. 

Then kneel by your bed, and with earnestness seek 

A pure and a teachable heart ; 
And remember that God to the simple and meek 

Has promised His grace to impart. 

On the love of your Heavenly Father depend, 

Try. to do what is good in His sight ; 

Take care of the morning, my dear little friend, 

'Tis the way to be happy at night. 

2 



dttieninff f&raper* 



LJe that keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, 
He that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber 
lor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper. 

Fs. cxxi 3, 4, 5. 

•!<- 

JESUS, tender Shepherd, hear me, 
Bless 'Thy little lamb to-night ; 
Through the darkness be Thou near me, 
Watch my sleep till morning light ! 

All this day Thy hand has led me. 
And I thank Thee for Thy care : 

Thou hast clothed me, warmed and fed me ; 
Listen to my evening prayer. 

Let my sins be all forgiven ; 

Bless the friends 1 love so well ; 
Take me, when 1 die, to heaven, 
Happy there with Thee to dwell. 

M. L. Dxs^CKSV.. 
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■ ♦ » 



I .AM but a little child : I know not how to go 
out or come in. — i Kings, iii. 7. 



T ORD, I'm a little child ; then suffer me 

To come as such and nestle close to Thee. 



I am too weak to climb into Thine arms, 
So take me up Thyself ! Let all alarms 
Be hushed to sleep upon Thy tender breast : 
Forbid me not ! I come to Thee for rest. 

I am a little child, I never know 

What is the best or safest way to go : 

I always make mistakes. By day and night. 

Dear Jesus, keep Thy Httle child in sight. 

Heart to H^arU 
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T WILL hold thine hand, and will keep 
thee. — Isa. xlii. 6. 



4^ 



T^EAR Jesus, ever at my side. 

How loving must Thou be, 
To leave Thy home in heaven to guard 
A little child like me ! 

Thy beautiful and shining face 

I see not, though so near ; 
The sweetness of Thy soft, low voice, 

I am too deaf to hear. 



But when, dear Saviour, I kneel down. 
Morning and night to prayer, 

Something there is within my heart 
Which tells me Thou art there. 

5 



^mmt]g 3. 



■ ♦ » 



T wiT.L be a Father unto you, and ye shall be 
My sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty. — 2 Cor. vi. 18. 



«♦ * 



/^ CD has a family on earth, 

Of daughters and of sons ; 
His Holy Spirit gave them birth, 
They are His little ones. 

He watches over them for good, 

And hears their smallest cries, 
He gives them house, and clothes, and food. 

And all their wants supplies. 

Let children, then, redeemed and bought 

With Jesu's precious blood. 

Sing the sweet praise of Him who brought 

Such little ones to God. 
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ND the child Samuel grew before the Lord. 

I Sam. ii. 21. 



"Dlessed Jesus ! life is fair, 

Therefore listen to my prayer : 
Let me come within Thy fold, 
Ere my heart grows hard and cold. 

Pm afraid that if I wait 
Sin may keep me from Thy gate ; 
So I humbly knock and pray ; 
Do not send Thy child away. 

Teach me how to pray aright, 

How to keep my God in sight ; 

Let me walk each day with Thee, 

And do Thou my Father be. 

Mrs. E. Go^^\^^ 
7 



3ianuarp 5 



Tt is written, Be ye holy> for I am holy. 

I Pet, i. 16. 



• ♦ I 



/Christian children must be holy, 
Serving God from day to day ; 
Never is the time too early 
For a Christian to obey. 

He who is our great Example 

Let no moment run to loss ; 
Not one precious hour He wasted 

From the cradle to the cross. 

Soon He sorrowed, soon He suffered ; 

We must meek and gentle be, 
Little pain and childish trial 

Ever bearing patiently. 

Childre7i^s Hymns, 
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T o, the star, which they saw in the east, went 

before them, till it came and stood over 

where the young child was. When they saw 

the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

Matt, ii. 9, lo. 



A S with gladness men of old 

Did the guiding star behold ; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward beaming bright ; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led to Thee. 

As with joyful steps they sped 
To that lowly manger-bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Him Whom heaven and earth adore; 
So may we, with willing feet. 
Ever seek the mercy-seat. 
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»♦■ 



And when they were come into the house 

they saw the young child, with Mary his 

mother, and fell down and worshipped him; 

and when they had opened their treasures they 

presented unto him gifts. — Matt, ii. 1 1 . 



» ♦ I 



"P EAR we not to enter, 

Though we cannot bring 
Gold, or myrrh, or incense 
Fitting for a king. 

Gifts He asketh richer. 

Offerings costlier still ; 
Yet may Christian children 

Bring them if they will. 

Brighter than all jewels 

Shines the modest eye ; 
Best of gifts He loveth — 
Childlike purity. 

Children's Hymns. 
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HOUGH your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow. — Isa, i. i8. 



4- 



"IIThite as snow !' Oh ! have you watched it, 

Softly carpeting the ground, 
Wreathing with a wreath of silver 
Every common thing around '\ 

Have you ever placed beside it 

Spotless linen, fair and white ? 
Did it not seem foul by contrast. 

Like a shadow on the light ? 

* White as snow 1 ' And my transgressions 

Through the blood of Christ, I know. 
May be washed away completely, 
And become as * white as snow.' 

Heart (o Heart. 
11 
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T)e kindly affectioned one to another, w 
brotherly love. — jRom. xii. lo. 



• ♦ I 




'T*HE gentle child who tries to please, 

Who hates to quarrel, fret, and tease, 
Who fears to say an angry word, — 
That child is pleasing to the Lord. 

For love and kindness please Him more 
Than if we gave Him all our store ; 
And children here who dwell in love 
Are like His little ones above. 

O God, forgive whenever we 
Forget Thy will and disagree, 
And grant that each of us may find 
The sweet delight of being kind. 



Taylor 
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i ND Jesus said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every 
reature. — Mark, xvi. 15. 



A ND while our youthful hearts rejoice 
That Jesus bids us come, 
* Jesus,' we cry, with pleading voice, 
* Bring heathen wanderers home.' 

They never heard the Saviour's name, 

They have not learnt His way. 
They do not know His grace Who came 

To take our sins away. 

Dear Saviour, let the joyful sound 

In distant lands be heard ; 
And oh I wherever sin is found. 
Send forth Thy pardoning word. 

Mrs. E, Pk^'5><^>5^. 
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A ND they shall come from the east, and fr 
the west, and from the north, and from 
south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of G 
— Luke^ xiii. 29. 

"liyHO are they whose little feet. 

Pacing life's dark journey through 
Now have reached the heavenly seat 
They had ever kept in view ? 

* I from Greenland's frozen land,' 

* I from India's sultry plain,' 

* I from Afric's barren sand,' 

* I from islands of the main.' 



There to welcome Jesus waits. 

Gives the crown His followers win : 

Lift your heads, ye golden gates. 
Let the little travellers in. 

F.DMESTON 
14 
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^HERE is not a word in my tongue, but lo, O 
Lord, Thou knowest it altogether. 

Ps. cxxxix. 4. 

— -4- 

r^OD is in heaven ! Can He fee 

When I am doing wrong ? 
Yes, that He can ; He looks at thee 
All day and all night long. 

God is in heaven ! Would He know 

If I should tell a lie ? 
Yes, though thou saidst it very low 

He'd hear it in the sky. 

God is in heaven ! May I pray 

To go there when I die } 
Yes ; love Him, seek Him, and one day 

He'll call thee to the sky. 

A. Taylor, 
15 
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I ♦ I 



And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favour with God and man. 

Luke^ ii. 52. 



I ♦ I 



T ESUS is our childhood's pattern, 
Day by day like us He grew ; 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 

Tears and smiles like us He knew ; 
And He feeleth for our sadness. 
And He shareth in our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love, 

For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in heaven above ; 

And He leads His children on. 

To the place where He is gone. 

Mrs. Alexander. 
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{ son, keep thy father's commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother. 

Prov, vi. 20. 



n^O thy father and thy mother, 

Honour, love, and reverence pay : 
This command, before all other, 
Must a Christian child obey. 

Help me. Lord, in this sweet duty ; 

Guide me in Thy stej>s divine ; 
Show me all the joy and beauty 

Of obedience such as Thine. 

Teach me how to please and gladden 

Those who toil and care for me ; 

Many a^grief their heart must sadden, 

Let me still their comfort \i^\ 
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A ND the word of the Lord came unto Elijah, 
saying, Get thee hence — and hide thyself 
by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 
And it shall be that thou shalt drink of the 
brook : and I have commanded the ravens to 
feed thee there. — i Kings ^ xvii. 2, 3, 4. 



'T* HOU usest the high stars, 
The tiny drops of dew, 
The giant peak and little hill ; 
My God, oh, use me too ! 

Thou usest tree and flower, 

The rivers vast and small. 
The eagle great, the little bird 

That sings upon the wall. 

All things do serve Thee here, 
All creatures great and small ; 

Make use of me, of me, my God, 
The weakest of them all 

BONAR. 
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; clothed with humility; for God resisteth 

the proud and giveth grace to the humble. 

I Pet, V. 5. 
'^- 

T Esus Christ was meek and mild, 
He no angry thoughts allowed ; 
O then, shall a little child 

Dare to be perverse and proud ? 

This, indeed, should never be ! 

Lord, forbid it, we entreat ; 
Grant that all may learn of Thee 

That humility is sweet. 

Make it shine in every part ; 

Fill me with this heavenly grace ; 
For a little infant's heart 

Surely is its proper place. 

Taylor. 
19 
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HTake My yoke upon you, and learn c 

for 1 am meek and lowly in heart 

Matt, xi 
— »-♦-• — 

T WANT to be like Jesus, 

So lowly and so meek ; 
For no one marked an angiy word 
That ever heard Him speak. 

I want to be like Jesus, 

Obedient, gentle, mild ; 
He never did a sinful thing, 

Not even when a child. 

But I am not like Jesus : 
What shall, what can I do. 

But seek Him at the mercy-seat, 

And helpless to Him go 1 

Whi'itemoj 
20 
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»♦■ 



^ ATHER the people together, men, and women, 
and children — that they may hear, and that 
hey may learn, and fear the Lord your God. 

Deut, xxxi. 12. 



I ♦ I 



r^ CD always lends a listening ear 

When children to His throne draw near; 
And speaks in tones of 4ove and grace 
To those who early seek His face. 

He knows what little children need, 
And smiles when they His promise plead ; 
Then gently takes them by the hand, 
And points them to the better land. 

He knows how little children sin, 
And yet he seeks their souls to win ; 
He points th^m back to Calvary, 
And says, I died to rescue thee. 

21 
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Chow me Thy ways, O Lord ; teach me 

paths. Lead me in Thy truth, and 

me.' — Fs, XXV. 4, 5. 

►!- — 

/^H ! be our Guide, we pray, 

While through this world we r 
And lead us so that every day 
May find us nearer home. 

Though we are taught the road. 
We cannot go alone ; 
Unless Thou lead us, O our God, 
We ne'er shall reach Thy throne. 

A little pilgrim band, 

While through this world we roam, 

Oh! guide us with Thy loving hand, 

Till Thou shalt take us home. 

22 
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AIy son, give Me thine heart. 

Prov. xxiii. 26. 



r^ IVE Me thy heart.^ He claims the whole ; 

And why should you deny ? 
Yes, give Him all^ and let your soul 
With His request comply. 

* Give Me thy heart,' nor linger more ; 

Too soon you cannot give : 
Now on your knees His grace implore, 

Believe, obey, and live. 

Come, children, supplicate His grace, 

Let this your answer be, — 
Behold, O Lord, we seek Thy face. 

And give our hearts to Thee ! 

23 
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A PEN Thou mine eyes, that I may be 

wondrous things out of Thy law. 

Ps, cxix. I 
.^ 

'X* HY Word is like a garden, Lord, 

With flowers bright and fair, 
And every one who seeks may pluck 
A lovely nosegay there. 

Thy Word is like a deep, deep mine, 

And jewels rich and rare 
Are hidden in its mighty depths, 

For every searcher there. 

O may 1 love Thy precious Wofd ! 

May I explore the mine ! 
May I its fragrant flowers glean ! 

May light upon me shine ! 

E. HODDER, 
24 
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»♦■ 



'pHE child Jesus. 

Ltike^ ii. 27. 



I ♦ I 



T LOVE to think, though I am young, 

My Saviour was a child ; 
That Jesus walked this earth along, 
With feet all undefiled. 

I love to think that He who spake 

And made the blind to see, 
And called the sleeping dead to wake. 

Was once a child like me. 

Then, Saviour, who wast once a child, 

A child may come to Thee ; 

And oh ! in all Thy mercy mild, 

Dear Saviour, come to me ! 

E. Pax.to^ ^<:ia^. 
25 
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'T^HE kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchj 
man, seeking goodly pearls : who when 
had found one pearl of great price, went i 
sold all that he had and bought it. 

Maff. xiii. 45, 

'i* 

/^ O thou in life's fair morning, 
Go in the bloom of youth. 
And seek for thine adorning, 
The precious pearl of truth. 

Secure the heavenly treasure, 
And bind it on thy heart ; 

And let no earthly pleasure 
E'er cause it to depart. 

Go ere the cloud of sorrow 

Steals o'er thy bloom of youth ; 

Defer not till to-morrow, 
Go now, and buy the Truth. 
20 
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T ET this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus. — PhiL ii. 5. 



T AMB of God, I look to Thee, 

Thou shalt my example be ; 
Thou art gentle, meek, and mild : 
Thou wast once a little child. 

Fain I would be as Thou art, 
Give me Thy obedient heart ; 
Thou art pitiful and kind. 
Let me have Thy loving mind. 

Let me above all fulfil, 
God my Heavenly Father's will ; 
Never His good Spirit grieve. 
Only to His glory live. 

27 
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HPhe eyes of the Lord are in every place 
beholding the evil and the good. 

PrOTK XV. 3. 



4- 



T KNOW His eye sees everything, 

In earth, and sea, and air ; 
That He in darkness as in light 
Can see me everywhere. 

I know when I kneel down to pray, 

That still my God is there ; 
He hears my word, He sees my thoughts. 

And will accept my prayer. 

I know when I go forth to play, 

That God is by my side ; 

Through every hour, at every step. 

He is my guard and guide. 

28 
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'T^HE Lord is my Shepherd ; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to . lie down in green 

pastures. He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

Ps, xxiii. I, 2. 

'HP HE shepherd gently leads the sheep 

From danger and from foes, 
To pleasant pastures, fresh and green. 
And watches their repose. 

They know his voice and follow him. 

Secure from all alarms ; 
He safely keeps the tender lambs, 

And bears them in his arms. 

O, gentle Jesus ! gather me 

Into Thy blessed fold, 

That all the wonders of Thy love 

I may by faith behold. 

29 
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c, ye children, hearken unto Me : I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord. 

Ps, xxxiv. II. 

-4- 

T N Thy word so holy, 

Saviour, we can see, 
That of us Thou sayest, 
* Let them come to Me.' 

Glad we come ! and render 

An we have to give : 
While our hearts are tender. 

Help us, Lord, to live 

Like Thy young disciples. 

That the world may see 
We are taught by Jesus, 

And have learnt of Thee. 

Whitfield. 
30 
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«♦■ 



TJe said, Surely they are My people, children 
that will not lie : so He was their Saviour. 



Isa, Ixiii. 8. 



•■♦« 



"D EM EMBER, child, remember. 

That God is good and true ; 
And 'tis His will that we should be 
Right and just in all we do. 

Remember, too, that He forbids 

Deception or a lie ; 
Remember, all who thus offend 

Will be punished by-and-by. 



Remember, child, remember, 

To pray to Him in heaven ; 

And for every fault in word or deed, 

Oh, ask to be forgiven. 
31 
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u 



"Dehold, the eye of the Lord is upon th 






that fear Him, upon them that hope 
His mercy » — Fs, xxxiii. i8. 



S 



-4- 



T^ROM His high throne above the sky 

The Lord can all things see ; 
I cannot see Him, but His eye 
Looks kindly down on me. 

He cared for me before I knew 

That I had such a friend ; 
When my first feeble breath I drew 

He did my life defend. 

He keeps me still by His great power 

From danger night and day ; 

I could not live a single hour 

If He were far away. 

32 
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» ♦■ 



ESUS, having loved His own which were in 

world, He loved them unto the end. 

John^ xiii. i, 
— ►-♦-* — 

T ESUS loves me ! This I know, 

For the Bible tells me so ; 
Little ones to Him belong, — 
They are weak, but He is strong. 

Jesus loves me ! He who died 
Heaven's gate to open wide. 
He will wash away my sin, 
Let His little child come in. 

Jesus loves me ! He will stay 

Close beside me all the way ; 

Then His little child will take 

Up to heaven for His dear sak^. 

83 Xi 



ganuatp 31. 



A ND the Lord struck the child [David's child], 
"^ and it was very sick. David, therefore, 
besought God for the child. And it came to 
pass on the seventh day that the child died. 
[Then David said], I shall go to him, but he 
shall not return to me. — 2 Sam, xii. 15, &c. 



I 



/^HILDREN who live in heaven 
^^ Are happy round the throne ; 
Their sins are all forgiven. 
Through Jesus Christ alone. 

Children on earth are praying 

That they may worthy be ; 
' Through Jesus Christ,' are saying, 

' O save a child like me !' 

Soon we shall join the chorus 

Of anthems sung above. 

With children gone before us, 

Around the God of love. 

J. K. Felly 
34 
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T LAID me down and slept ; I awaked ; for 
Lord sustained me. — jPs. iii. 5. 



►I- 



T^ATHER, Thou hast heard my prayer, 

And I own Thy tender care ; 
For by Thee in safety kept, 
I have laid me down and slept. 
Teach me now my heart to raise 
In a morning hymn of praise, 
And for Jesu's sake, I pray, 
Bless and keep me through the day. 



86 
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viLL both lay me down in peace, and sleep : 
for Thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in 
:ty. — Ps. iv. 8. 



A T the close of every day. 

Lord, to Thee I kneel and pray: 
Look upon Thy little child ; 
Look in love and mercy mild. 
Oh, forgive and wash away 
All my naughtiness this day ; 
And both when I sleep and wake 
Bless me for my Saviour's sake. 



37 
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"IIThen thou pray est, enter into thy closet, and 

when thou hast, shut thy door, pray to 

thy Father which is in secret. — Matt, vi. 6. 



►1-^ 



T N prayer we speak to God above ; 

We seek the blessed Saviour's love ; 
We ask for pardon of our sin, 
And grace to make us pure within. 

But, oh, if 1 am found to smile, 

Or play, or look about the while, 

Or think vain thoughts, the Lord will see. 

And how can He be pleased with me ? 

Then let me, when I kneel to pray, 

Not only mind the words I say ; 

But also strive, with earnest care. 

To let my hcirt go with my prayer. 

38 
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ND it came to pass, as Jesus was praying in a 
certain place, when He ceased, one of His 
sciples said unto him, Ix)rd, teach us to pray. 

Luke^ xi. i. 

T ORD, teach a little child to pray, 

Thy grace betimes impart ; 
And grant Thy Holy Spirit may 
Renew my infant heart. 

To Christ may little children come, 

For He has said they may ; 
His bosom then shall be their home, 

Their tears He'll wipe away. 

For all who early seek His face 

Shall surely taste His love ; 
Jesus shall guide them by His grace, 
To dwell with Him above. 

J. RVLAND. 
39 
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ND He said unto them, When ye pray, say 

Our Father, which art in heaven. 

Luke^ xi. 2. 
.^- — 



/^^REAT (jod, and wilt Thou condescend 

To be my Father and my Friend ? 
I a poor child, and Thou so high. 
The Lord of earth, and air, and sky ! 

Art Thou my Father ? Canst Thou bear 
To hear my poor imperfect prayer ? 
Or wilt Thou listen to the praise 
That such a little one can raise ? 

Art Thou my Father ? Let me be 
A meek, obedient child to Thee ; 
And try, in word, and deed, and thought. 
To serve and please Thee as I ought. 

A. Taylor. 
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tJ ALLOWED be Thy Name. 

Luke, xi. 2. 



■ ♦ I 



T ORD, wilt Thou guide me by Thy hand, 
Help me to keep Thy great command, 

And spread my Father's fame ? 
Oh, wilt Thou help a little child, 
By nature foolish, weak, and wild. 

To hallow Thy great name ? 

O God ! I long that all the earth 
May know the tale of Jesu's birth. 

And love to tell His fame. 
May every soul that can be found 
Thy praises, blessed Saviour, sound. 

And hallow Thy great name ! 

J. A. WiNSCOM. 

( The Lord^s Prayer^ 
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'T^HY kingdom come. 

Luke^ xi. 2, 



-I- 



"VITe long for Jesus Christ to come, 

And take all sin away ; 
Oh, Saviour, hearken from above. 
And hear young children pray — 

* Thy kingdom come.' 

We long that all the people would 

Their Saviour God obey, — 
Would love Thee, Lord, Who art so good ; 

Do hear us, when we pray — 

* Thy kingdom come.' 

J. A. WiNSCOM. 
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« »i 



"Phy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 

Luke^ xi. 2. 



» ♦ I 



/^^OME, let us join the hosts above. 

Now in our youngest days ; 
^Remember our Creator's love, 
And sing our Father's praise. 

He loves to be remembered thus, 
And honoured for His grace ; 

Out of the mouths of babes like us 
His wisdom perfects praise. 

Glory to God, and praise and power. 
Honour and thanks be given ; 

Children and cherubim adore 

The Lord of earth and heaven. 

C. Wesley. 
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r^ IVE us da)'^ by day our daily bread. 

Luke^ xi. 3. 



"Vr ow the little birds arise, 

Chirping gaily in the skies ; 
Thee their tiny voices praise, 
In the early songs they raise. 
Thou, by whom the birds are fed, 
Give to me my * daily bread ; ' 
And Thy Holy Spirit give. 
Without whom I cannot live. 

I am a little child ; and satisfied, 

God has provided, and He will provide : 

And do you ask me how it is I'm fed ? 

My Heavenly Father gives me * daily bread.' 
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ND forgive us our sins; for we also forgive 
every one that is indebted to us. 

Luke, xi. 4. 



i-»« 



T CRD, wash my sins in Jesu's blood, 
And ever love me, gracious God : 
So may I look to Christ and live, — 
Thy little wanderer, Lord, forgive ! 

When others are unkind to me, 
And do not treat me lovingly, 
Still may I love, and try to be 
A child, my Saviour, like to Thee. 

Kindness may I then seek to show. 

And never give back blow for blow : 

When others hurt at work or play, 

' Pather, forgive ! ' — thus may I pray. 

J. A. WiNSCOM. 
i5 
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A ND lead us not into temptation ; but deliver 
us from evil. — Luke^ xi. 4. 



-I- 



T^ROM all childish sins that stain, 

From all words that might give pain, 
From all evil thoughts and vain — 

Deliver us, O Jesu f 

From a will that disobeys, 
From all selfish works and ways. 
From all guile and falsehood base — 

Deliver us, O Jesu ! 

From each proud and sullen mood. 

From all tempers rough and rude. 

Hardness and ingratitude — 

Deliver us, O Jesu I 

ChildretCs Hymns, 
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pOR thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. — Matt, vi. 13. 



T ITI'LE children, praise the Saviour ; 

He regards you from above : 
Praise Him for His great salvation ! 
Praise Him for His precious love ! 

When He left His home in gloiy, 
When IJe lived with mortals here. 

Little children sang His praises, 
And it pleased His gracious ear. 

Little children, praise the Saviour ; 

Praise Him, your undying Friend ; 
Praise Him till in heaven you meet Him, 
There to praise Him without end. 
Sweet hosannas 
To the name of Jesus sing. 
47 
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\/'e know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though He was rich, yet for your 
sakes He became poor, that ye through His 
poverty might be rich. — 2 Cor, viii. 9. 



'T^HE Son of God, in mighty love, 

Came down to Bethlehem for me ; 
Forsook His throne of light above. 
An Infant upon earth to be. 

In love the Father's sinless Child 
Sojourned at Nazareth for me ; 
With sinners dwelt the Undefiled, 
The Holy One in Galilee. 

Jesus, whom angel-hosts adore, 
Became a Man of Griefs for me ; 
In love, though rich, becoming poor. 
That I through Him enriched might be. 

BONAR. 
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Josanna: Blessed is the King of Israel that 
cometh in the name of the Lord. 

John^ xii. 13. 

'T^HERE was a time when children sang 

The Saviour's praise with sacred glee, 
And all the hills of Judah rang 
With their exulting Jubilee. 

But Christ is now a glorious King, 
And angels in His presence bow ; 

The humble songs that we can sing — 
Oh ! can He, will He, hear them now ? 

He can — He will — He loves to hear 
The notes which babes and sucklings raise : 

Jesus, we come with trembling fear ; 

Oh, teach our hearts and tongues to praise ! 

Rev. T. R. Taylor. 
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-t- 



AuT of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
Thou ordained strength. — Ps, viii. 2. 



I 



'T^HEN since the Lord retaineth 

His love for children still, 
Though now as King He reigneth 
On Zion's heavenly hill ; * 

We'll flock around His banner, 

Who sits upon the throne, 
And raise a loud hosanna 

To David's royal Son. 

But should we only render 

The tribute of our words ? 
No ; while our hearts are tender, 

They, too, shall be the Lord's. 

Rev. J. King. 
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REATE in me a clean heart, O God; and 
renew a right spirit within me. — Ps, li. lo. 



T HAVE an evil heart within, 

A heart that's often prone to sin ; 
What can a feeble infant do, 
Its naughty tempers to subdue? 

This will I do : when first I find 
An evil thought within my mind, 
111 go to Jesus, and Vl\ say, 

I 

* Lord, take this sinful thought away/ 

Does not the name of Jesus mean 

* One that has power to save from sin V 

O Lamb of God ! take mine away, 

And give me a new heart, I pray. 
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A NEW heart also ^vill I give you, and and 
spirit will I put within you. 

Ezek, xxxvi. 26. 



-I- 



/^HILDREN, you have gone astray, 

Far from God, and peace, and heaven; 
Would you leave that dangerous way ? 
Would you have your sins forgiven ? 
Christ can all your sins forgive ; 
Look to Jesus, look and live. 



% 



Children, you have sinful hearts ; 

Jesus Christ can make you whole 
He can cleanse your inward parts, 

Sanctify and save your soul. 

Jesus a new heart can give ; 

Look to Jesus, look and live. 

()2 
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I thus saith the Lord God ; Behold, I, even 
I, will both search My sheep, and seek 
I out. — Ezek, xxxiv. ii. 



T AM a little lost lamb, 

Found by the Shepherd's love ; 
Poor little child as I am, 
Saved by the Lord above. 

The Good Shepherd loving came, 
Sought me with loving care ; 

Called to His heart by name. 
And laid me resting there. 

I am a little stray lamb, 

Jesus my Shepherd is ; 
A poor little child I am. 
My Saviour calls me His. 

Woman! s Work^ 1874^. 
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G 



OD heard the voice of the lad. ... An 
God was with the lad. — Ge;i, xxi. 17, 20. 



f^ CD reigns in glory, and on high 

Sits on His throne of majesty ; 
Yet from that glorious throne He bends, 
And even to a child attends. 



Asleep, awake, by night, by day, 
When at my labours or my play. 
Although the Lord I cannot see, 
His eye is always fixed on me. 

God never will forsake His own ; 

He will not leave me all alone : 

When not another friend is near, 

May I remember God is here. 
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us Himself drew near, and went with 
them. — Luke^ xxiv. 15. 



T N our work and in our play, 
Jesu, be Thou ever near, 
Guarding, guiding all the day, 
Keeping in Thy holy fear. 

Thou wilt bless our play-hour too, 
If we ask Thy succour strong ; 

Watch o'er all we say and do. 

Hold us back from guilt and wrong. 



Oh ! how happy thus to spend 
Work and play-time in His sight. 

Till the Rest which shall not end, 

Till the Day which knows not night ! 

Children's Hymns, 
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"TVoTH not He see my ways, and count all my 

steps?— y^^, xxxi. 4. 



"1^ 



f 



• r^ CD can see me night and day, 
In the light and in the dark; 
All I do, or think, or say. 
He is always near to mark. 

Every sinful thought He knows, 

Every word that is not true ; 
And with love He looks on those 

Who desire His will to do. 

Let me, then, with holy fear, 

Fly from every evil way ; 
Since the Lord is always near. 

And can see me night and day. 

Hym7isfor Little Children. 
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COME, let us sing unto the Lord ; let us 
make a joyful noise to the Rock of our 
atioD. — Ps. xcv. 1. 



T FEEL like singing all the time, 

My Bible says 1 may; 

For Jesus is a Friend of mine, 

I'll thank Him every day, 

Singing Glory, glory to God o 

O happy little singing one, 

What music is like thine ? 
With Jesus as the Life and Sun, 

Go singing all the time. 

The melting story of the Lamb, 
Tell with that voice of thine, 

Till others, with the glad new song, 
Go singing all the time. 



ipcbniarp 21 



Children, obey your parents in the Lord : for 
this is right. — Eph, vi. i. 




l\/r Y father, my mother, I know, 

I cannot your kindness repay ; 
But I hope that as older I grow, 
I shall ever your wishes obey. 

You loved me before I could tell 
Who it was that so tenderly smiled ; 

'But now that I know it so well, 
I should be a dutiful child. 

But lest, after all, I should dare 

To act an undutiful part. 
Whenever Tm saying my prayer, 

ril ask for a teachable heart. 

Taylor. 
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And this commandment have we from Him, 
That he who loveth God love his brother 
also. — \ John^ iv. 21. 



/^HILDREN, do you love each other? 

Are you always kind and true ? 
Do you always do to others 
As youM have them do to you ? 

Are you gentle to each other? 

Are you careful, day by day, 
Not to give offence by actions. 

Or by anything you say? 

Little children, love each other, 

Never give another pain ; 

If your brother speak in anger. 

Answer not in wrath again. 
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And [the Bereans] searched the Scriptures 
daily. — Acts^ xvii. ii. 



"1^ 



"PPVER would I fain be reading 
In the ancient, holy Book, 
Of my Saviour's gentle pleading, 
Truth in every word and look. 

How when children came He blessed them ; 

Suffered no man to reprove ; 
Took them in His arms, and pressed them 

To His heart with words of love. 



Still I read the ancient story. 

And my joy is ever new. 

How for us He left His glory, 

How He still is kind and true. 
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F 



OOLISHNESS is bound in the heart of a child. 

ProiK xxii. 15. 



"Dux God can change this evil heart, 

Can give a holy mind, 
And His own heavenly grace impart, 
Which those who seek shall find. 

To heaven can reach the softest word, 

A child's repenting prayer ; 
For tears are seen, and sighs are heard, 

And thoughts regarded there. 

Then let me all my sins confess. 
And pardoning grace implore. 

That I may love my follies less, 

And love my Saviour more. 

A. Taylor. 
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r^ATHER the children. 

Joel^ ii. 16. 



TTow kind is our Saviour to bid the children 

welcome ! 
But there are many thousands who have never 
heard His name : 
The Bible they have never read, 
They know not that the Saviour said, — 
Suffer little children to come unto Me. 

O soon may the heathen, of every tribe and nation, 
Fulfil Thy blessed word, and cast their idols all 



away 



f 



O shine upon them from above, 
And show Thyself a God of love, — 
Teach them, dear Saviour, to come unto Thee. 

W. M. HUTCHINGS. 
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[o, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money ; come 
, buy and eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
thout money and without price. — Isa, Iv. i. 



T F thou knewest, little child, 

The pleasures of His love, 
Thy little heart would love to think 
Of Him who is above. 

Whose tender care is still the same. 

Who still is meek and mild ; 
He draws the living waters still, 

And gives them to the child. 

Drink, little child, then, freely drink, 

These waters are for you ; 
The springs of life are ever fresh. 
The wells of mercy new. 

Children's Friend, 
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n^HERE remaineth therefore a rest to the people 

of God. — Heb, iv. 9. 



% 



'T^ here's a rest for little children, 

Above the bright blue sky ; 
For those who love the Saviour, 
And Abba, Father, cry. 

A rest from every trouble, 

From sin and danger free, 
Where every little pilgrim 

Shall rest eternally. 

All, all above is treasured. 

And found in Christ alone ; 
O come, dear little children. 

That all may be your own. 

Albert Midlaxe. 
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aborning ^raper^ 



Tliv voice shalt Thou hear in the morniogr 
Lord ; in the morning will I direct i 
prayer unto Thee, and will look up. — Ps, v. 3. 



T^HE Lord attends when children pray ; 

A whisper He can hear ; 
He knows not only what we say, 
But what we wish or fear. 

Teach us, O Lord, to pray aright; 

Thy grace to us impart ; 
That we in prayer may take delight, 

And serve Thee with the heart. 

Then, heavenly Father, at Thy throne 

Thy praise we will proclaim. 

And daily our request make known. 

In our Redeemer's name. 

68 
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IE darkness hideth not from Thee ; but the 
night shineth as the day: the darkness 
the light are both alike to Thee. 

I^S. CXXxix. 12. 



"D EFORE I close my eyes to sleep, 
Lord, hear my evening prayer, 
And deign a helpless child to keep 
With Thy protecting care. 

Thy goodness gives each siinple flower 

Its scent and beauty, too : 
And feeds it, in night's darkest hour. 

With heaven's refreshing dew. 

Nor will Thy mercy less delight 

The infant's God to be, 
Who through the darkness of the night 
For safety trusts to Thee. 

ChildretHs Friend^ 1867. 
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r> LESS ED art Thou, O Lord : teach me Thy 
statutes. — Ps. cxix. 12. 



r^ H that the Lord would guide my ways 

To keep His statutes still I 
Oh that my God would grant me grace 
To know and do His will ! 



Oh, send Thy Spirit down to write 

Thy law upon my heart ; 
Nor let my tongue indulge deceit, 

Nor act the liar's part. 

Make me to walk in Thy commands — 

'Tis a delightful road ! 

Nor let my head, or heart, or hands, 

(;ff(:ncl against my God. 

Dr. Watts. 
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AMUEL ministered before the Lord, being a 
child, girded with a linen ephod. More- 
er his mother made him a little coat, and 
Dught it to him from year to year. 

I Sam, ii. i8, 19. 



Q AFE within a home of love. 

Mercies round me daily prove 
That I am a happy child. 
Sheltered from the tempest wild. 

Though I am so happy now. 
Health upon my youthful brow. 
Yet I know that life will bring 
Winter too, as well as spring. 

Therefore take me to Thy breast ; 
Let me on Thy bosom rest ; 
Fill my heart with love divine ; 
Let Thine image in me shine. 

Mrs. E. Godwin. 
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A ND when they had lifted up their eyes they 
saw no man, save Jesus only. 

Matt, xvii. 8. 



I 



Qhepherd sweet, and fair, and holy, 
Hear, oh, hear me while I pray ! 
Let a child, so weak and lowly, 
Be Thy care in life's young day. 

* Jesus only!' 

Hear — in pity hear me pray. 

Like a lamb of Thine for ever. 
Bear me, Saviour, on Thy breast ; 

Guard me, keep me, leave me never ; 
With Thy blessing make me blest. 

* Jesus only!' 

Guide mc to Thy home of rest. 

G. T. CONGREVE. 
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"Dehold, I stand at the door and knock. 






Rev, iii. 20. 



T) EHOLD a Stranger at the door ! 

He gently knocks, has knocked before; 
Has waited long, is waiting still : '^ 

You use no other friend so ill. 



But will He prove a friend indeed? 
He will — the very friend you need. 
The Man of Nazareth —'tis He ; 
Jesus, who died at Calvary. 



Admit Him, for the human breast 

Ne'er entertained so kind a guest ; 

No mortal tongue their joys can tell 

With whom He condescends to dwell. 

73 



K 



a^arcfj 5- 



A ND the I^ord God planted a garden eastwa 
in Eden ; and there He put the man who 
He had formed. — Gen. ii. 8. 



HPhere was a lovely garden once, 

A garden bright and fair ; 
The sweetest flowers in Eden bloomed, 
And purest joys were there. 

Hut Adam lost that beauteous home. 

And soon our world became 
A world of sorrow and of sin, 

Of misery and shame. 

Yet thcre^s a holier, happier home, 

A hind more bright and fair ; 
And sweeter flowers than Eden had, 
And licttcr joys are there. 

Mks. Bourdillon. 
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Tn Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore. 

Ps. xvi. II. 



T LOVE to think of heaven, 
The land of perfect rest, 
Where sin is all forgiven, 
And endless joy possessed : 
There happy children ever sing 
The praises of their heavenly King. 



I love to think of heaven, 

The bright and happy land, 
Where cloudless bliss is given 
To all the favoured band : 
There holy children, through God's grace, 
Behold their Saviour face to face. 

E. HODDER. 
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n^HEY were strangers and pilgrims on the ear 

IfS. xi. 13. 
And He led them forth by the right way, tl 
they might go to a city of habitation. 

jPs. cvii. 7. 



1' 







T 'M a litde pilgrim, 

And a stranger here ; 
Though this world is pleasant. 
Sin is always near. 

But a little pilgrim 

Must have garments clean, 
If he'd wear the white robes. 

And with Christ be seen. 

Jesus, cleanse and save me. 

Teach me to obey ; 
Holy Spirit, guide me 

On my heavenly way. 

Rev. J. CuRWEN. 
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nTHOU, therefore, my son, be strong in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus . . . Endure 
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ 

2 Tim. ii. i, 3. 



T *M a little soldier, 

And must be true and bold ; 
I mean to fight for Jesus, 
And wear a crown of gold. 

I now can do but little, 
But when I older grow, 

ni try and do for Jesus 
The good I know not now. 

I know He makes me happy, 

And loves me all the day ; 

ni be His Uttle soldier— 

The Bible says I may. 
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IVIy mouth shall speak truth. 

Prov, viii. 



«♦ « 



Nf 
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'T^HERE is a holy God above, 

Who truth and love doth ever love ; 
They who would please Him must be true 
In all they speak and all they do. 

We must not tell a lie in play, 

For God hears every word we say ; 

And He knows what we think within, 
And all that is not true is sin. 



i , 



ii» 




Then if some evil we have done, 

To speak the truth we must not shun ; 

Far better that we bear the blame, 

Than tell a lie to hide our shame. 
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[RiST died for all, that they which live should 

not henceforth live unto themselves, but 

o Him which died for them, and rose again. 

2 Cor. v. 15. 

T LOVE my precious Saviour, 

Because He died for me ; 
And if I did not serve Him, 

How sinful I should be ! 

He gives me every comfort, 
And hears me when I pray ; 

I want to live for Jesus — 
The Bible says I may. 

God help and keep me faithful 

In all I do or say ; 

I want to live a Christian — 

The Bible says I may. 
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A ND Jabez called on the God of Israel, sa)'ing, 

Oh, that Thou wouldest bless me indeed ! 

And God granted him that which he requested 

I Chron, iv. lo. 



■ ♦• 



/^H, gracious Lord, impart 

Thy saWng grace to me. 
And may my youthful heart 
Be lifted up to Thee. 
Thou who didst answer Jabez' prayer, 
O let a child Thy blessing share I 

Oh, bless me, Lord, indeed ; 
Give me Thy early grace. 
And may Thy Spirit lead 
My heart to seek Thy face : 
For I would ever bear in mind 
That those who seek are sure to find. 

Mrs. O. MOYLE. 
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CM a child thou hast known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to nfiake.thee 
: unto salvation through faith which is in 
ist Jesus. — 2 Tim, iii. 15. 



T T ow happy was young Timothy, 

Of pious friends possess'd ! 
The seeds of early piety 
Sprang up within hrs breast. 

He from a child the Scripture knew — 

The Holy Book of Truth ; 
Thence that ' unfeigned faith ' he drew 

Which so adorned his youth. 

The Word of Life is in our hand, 
But more than this we need ; 

Lord, give us hearts to understand. 
As well as eyes to read. 
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lirHEN I call to remembrance the unfeigned 
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in 
thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; 
and I am persuaded that in thee also. 

2 Ttm. i. 5. 




XT APPY the home when God is there. 

And love fills every breast ; 
Where one their wish, and one their prayer, 
And one their heavenly rest. 

Happy the home where Jesu's name 

Is sweet to every ear ; 
Where children early lisp His fame. 

And parents hold Him dear. 

Happy the home where prayer is heard. 

And praise is wont to rise ; 
Parents and children love the Word, 

And Jive but for the skies. 
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^D they shall be Mine, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, in that day when I make up My 
els. — MaL iii. 17. 



•I* 



T 'm a very little thing, 
And very full of sin ; 
But Jesus shed His precious blood 
To make me clean within. 

I long that I may be 
A good and holy child ; 
Do send Thy Spirit from above, 
To make me meek and mild. 

And when with countless hosts 

I stand before Tiiy throne, 

My Father, put Thy hands on me. 

And own Thy little one. 

J. O. WiNSCOM. 
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'Phou shalt call Me, My Father ; and shalt not 



1 



turn away from Me. — Jer, iii. 19. 



!♦< 
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r^ REAT God, who made the bright blue sky, 
The sun, and moon, and stars on high, 
Oh ! wilt Thou hear me when I cry, 

*My Father?' 

May I, a very little thing. 

Call Thee, the Almighty King of kings, 

To whom the host of heaven sings, 

. 'My Father?' 

Thou feedest me from day to day ; 

Thou watchest over all my way ; 

From Thee O may I never stray, 

*My Father!' 

J. O. WiNSCOM. 
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us said, Foxes have holes, and birds of the 
air have nests ; but the Son of man hath 
where to lay His head. — Luke^ ix. 58. 

H- 

/^HRIST is merciful and mild : 
He was once a little child ; 
He whom heavenly hosts adore, 
Lived on earth among the poor. 

Every bird can build its nest ; 
Foxes have their place of rest ; 
He by whom the world was made 
Had not where to lay His head. 

He who is the Lord Most High 

Then was poorer far than I, 

That I might hereafter be 

Rich to all eternity. 

Rev. J. BucKWORiH. 
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T N Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night : and God said, Ask what I 
shall give thee. — i Ktngs, iii. 5. 



I ♦ t 



'M' ow if the Lord should say to me, 

* What gift shall I bestow on thee V 
Should I, Hke Solomon, reply, 
* Oh, give me wisdom from on high ?' 

It would not make me truly wise 

To know the stars that fill the skies. 

Or all the fishes in the seas, 

Or beasts and birds, or flowers and trees. 

Wisdom to love the thing that's right — 

'Tis this will give my heart delight ; 

This wisdom, then, oh ! grant to me, 

That I may ever live with Thee. 
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ET US love one another : for love is of God. 

I John^ iv. 7. 



T ET us be kind, for God above 
Kind actions loves to see ; 
And He would have us dwell in love, 
A happy family. 

The Lord is kind to all that live. 
And so should we be kind ; 

Such help or ease as we can give 
Should all around us find. 



Let us be kind to all we meet. 

And gentle as the dove, 

And show a temper mild and sweet, 

A heart brimful of love. 
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r^ONSiDER the ravens : for they neither sow no 
reap ; which neither have storehouse no 
bam ; and God feedeth them : how much mor 
are ye better than the fowls ? — Luke^ xii. 24. 



«♦» 



s wmg, 



''X^IS He-who guides the sparrow' 
And guards her little brood, 
Who hears the ravens when they cry, 
And fills them all with food. 

Then fear not, fear not, little one, 

There is in heaven an Eye 
That looks with yearning fondness down 

On all the paths you try. 

He'll keep you when the storm is wild. 

And when the flood is near ; 

Oh, trust Him, trust Him, little child! 

And you have nought to fear. 
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a^arcj 20. 



r^ONSiDER the lilies how they grow : they toil 
not, they spin not ; and yet I say unto you, 
that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. —Z^^?, xii. 27. 



4- 



/^^OME, my child, and do not spurn 

From a little flower to learn : 
See the lily on the bed, 
Hanging down its modest head, 
While it scarcely can be seen, 
Folded in its leaf of green. 

Come, my child, and do not spurn 

From a little flower to learn ; 

Let your temper be as sweet 

As the lily at your feet : 

Be as gentle, be as mild, 

Be a modest, simple child. Taylor. 
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9^arc^ 21 



Tesus ako, that He might sanctify the peopL 
with His own blood, suffered without th< 
gate. — Heb. xiii. 1 2. 



■ ♦• 



'T^HERE is a green hill far away, 

Without a city wall, 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 

We may not know, we cannot tell 
What pains He had to bear ; 

But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 

Oh, dearly, dearly has He loved. 
And we must love Him, too. 

And trust in His redeeming blood, 

And try His works to do. 

Mrs. Alexander. 
90 



a^arcj 22 



A ND when they were come to the place which 
is called Calvary, there they crucified Him, 
and the malefactors, one on the right hand, and 
the other on the left— Zuke, xxiii. 33. 



"M" AILED upon the cross, behold 

How His tender limbs are torn ! 
For a royal crown of gold 

They have made Him one of thorn ! 
Cruel hands, that dare to bind 
Thorns upon a brow so kind ! 

Come then, children, come and see ; 
Lift your little hands to pray : 

* Blessed Jesus, pardon me. 

Help a guilty infant,' say; 

* Since it was for such as I 

Thou didst condescend to die.' 

Taylor. 
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a^arclb 23. 



n^HEN said Jesus, Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do. — Luke^ 



xxni. 34. 



I ♦ I 



k 



'IIT'HEN for some little insult given 

My angry passions rise, 
ni think how Jesus came from heaven, 
And bore His injuries. 

And when upon the cross He bled. 

With all His foes in view, 
* Father, forgive them,' Jesus said, 

* They know not what they do.' 

Dear Saviour, may I learn of Thee 

My temper to amend ; 
But speak that pardoning word for me 

Whenever I offend. 

Taylor. 
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a^arcf) 24. 



I WILL turn Mine hand upon the little ones. 

Zech, xiii. 7. 
.fi 



C EE the kind Shepherd, Jesus, stands, 

With all-engaging charms ; 
Hark ! how He calls the tender lambs, 
And folds them in His arms. 



Permit them to approach. He cries, 
Nor scorn their humble name ; 

For *twas to bless such souls as these 
The Lord of angels came. 



The feeblest lamb amidst their flock 

Shall be its Shepherd's care ; 
While folded in the Saviour's arms 

We're safe from every snare. 

Doddridge. 
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a^arcib 25. 



♦♦» 



J 



Esus«saith unto him, Feed My lambs. 
John^ xxi. 15. 



!♦ I 



'X*HE lambs of Jesus ! who are they 

But children that believe and pray, 
That keep God's laws and ask His grace, 
And seek a heavenly dwelling-place ? 

The lambs of Jesus ! they are weak ; 
The words of peace and tinith they speak ; 
To all God's creatures they are kind. 
And, like their Lord, of gentle mind. 



The lambs of Jesus ! oh, that we 

Might of that blessed number be ! 

Lord, take us early to Thy love, 

And lead us to the fold above. 
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9^arcl& 26. 



-$- 



^AKE US the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil 
the vipes : for our vines have tender grapes* 
'Cant, ii. 15. 



►f- 



TT ow can I say, or hear, or touch, 

Things that may hurt my soul within ; 
And think it cannot matter much. 
Because it is a little sin ? • 

Sapphira thought the sin but small 
To say the words her husband said ; 

They told the truth, but told not all, 
.Yet for that sin God struck them dead. 



As little strokes will fell a tree, 

So little sins destroy a soul ; 

O blessed Lord, I come to Thee 

From little sins to make me whole. 
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a^arclb 27. 



»♦» 



T HAVE called upon Thee, for Thou wilt he 
me, O God : incline Thine ear unto m 
and hear my speech. — Ps, xvii. 6. 



!♦ I 



f^OD is SO good that He will hear 

Whenever children humbly pray ; 
He always lends a gracious ear 
To what the youngest child can say. 

# 

He will not scorn an infant tongue 
That thanks Him for His mercies given ; 

And when by babes His praise is sung, 
Their cheerful songs ascend to heaven. 

Come then, dear children, trust His word, 
And take Him for your Friend and Guide; 

Your little voices will be heard, 

And you shall never be denied. 

ChiJdreji^s Friend^ 1 867. 
90 



a^arcS 28. 



fEY seek Me daily, and delight to know My 
ways . . . they take delight in approaching 
iod. — Isa. Iviii. 2. 

4* — 

• T ESUS, I love to think of Thee, 

For Thou art gentle, loving, mild, 
And as it always seems to me, 
Fit Saviour for a little child. 

I know I cannot see Thee now, 
For Thou art gone to heaven above ; 

Yet Thou dost seem from heaven to bow. 
And look with pity and with love. 

I think I hear Thee gently say, 
* Come, ye dear little ones, to me ;' 

And then I humbly feel I may 

Approach to God, if brought by Thee. 

J. Edmeston. 
97 H 
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at^arclj 29. 



A 



s the Father hath loved Me, so have 1 loved 
you : continue ye in My love. — fohn^ xv. 9. 



T ESUS loves me ! — well I know it, 
•^ For to save my soul He died : 
He for me bore pain and sorrow, 
Nailed hands and piercM side. 

Jesus loves me ! night and morning 
Jesus hears the prayers I pray : 

And He never, never leaves me. 
When I work or when I play. 

Jesus loves me ! — O Lord Jesus, 

Now I pray Thee, by Thy love. 

Keep me ever pure and holy. 

Till I come to Thee above ! 

9S 



9^arcl& 30. 



A LL we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way ; and the 
Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. — 
Isa, liii. 6. 



►f- 



/^^HILDREN, think on Jesu's love, 

Who He was, and what He bore : 
He was one with God above, 
Full of wisdom, grace, and power. 

Think of all His love to man 
When He left His throne on high, 

And contrived the wondrous plan, 
So to suffer, bleed, and die. 

See ! Ho hangs upon the cross. 

Crowned with thorns, and bathed in blood : 

Children, this for you He bears, 

'Tis I0 bring your souls to God ! 

90 



a^arcfi 31. 



« ♦» 



n^HE gods that have not made the heavens 
and the earth, even they shall perish from 
the earth, and from under these heaviens. — 
Jer, X. Ti. 



I ♦ > 



f 



T7 ROM Greenland's frozen land 
To Afric's burning strand, 

Make Jesus known ! 
Till on Him all shall call, . 
Till every idol fall, 
Till He be loved by all, 

And served alone. 
Till gods of wood and stone 
Shall all be overthrown. 
And Jesus reigns alone. 

Supreme o'er all ! 

Father of heaven bless 
Missions with great success, 
The work is Thine. 
lOO 



aprii 



~^-^S<&*S^ 
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aborning )gra^er. 



♦♦» 



And they rose up in the morning early, and 
worshipped before the Lord. — i Sam. i. 19. 



«♦» 



'T^HE morning bright with rosy light 
Has waked me from my sleep ; 
Father, I own Thy love alone 
Thy little one doth keep. 

All through the day, I humbly pray. 
Be Thou my guard and guide ; 

My sins forgive, and let me live. 
Lord Jesu, near Thy side. 



Oh, make Thy rest within my breast, 

Great Spirit of all grace ; 
Make me like Thee, then shall I be 

Prepared to see Thy face. 



102 



(B\}tnins i^raper* 



is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord. 

.... To show forth Thy lovingkindness in 

morning, and Thy faithfulness every night — 

xcii. I, 2. 

-I- — 

TDefore Thy sacred footstool we 
Now bend in humble prayer, 
A happy little family, 
To ask Thy tender care. 

May we in safety sleep to-night, 

From every danger free. 
Because the darkness and the light 

Are both alike to Thee. 

And when the rising sun displays 

His cheerful beams abroad, 
Then shall our grateful voice of praise 
Declare Thy goodness. Lord. 

J. Taylor. 
10:^ 



japril r. 



[n the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth. — Gen, i. i. 



T SING the Almighty power of God, 

That made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad, 
And built the lofty skies. 

Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed 

Where'er I turn mine eye ! 
If I survey the ground I tread, 

Or gaze upon the sky, 

His hand is my perpetual guard ; 

He keeps me with His eye : 
Why should I, then, forget the Lord, 

Who is for ever nigh 1 

Watts. 
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apnl 2. 



A ND God said, Let there be light : and there 
was light. And God saw the light, that 
it was good. . . . And the evening and the 
morning were the first day. — Gai. i. 3, 4, 5. 



TDeautiful the morning light, 

Chasing hence the gloom of night ; 
Beautiful the evening sky, 
With the full moon throned on high ; 
Beautiful each brilliant star, 
Twinkling, twinkling from afar. 

Beautiful these all must be, 

Planned and formed, O Lord, by Thee ; 

But a greater beauty still. 

Theirs who know and do Thy will : 

Beautiful may we thus be, 

Jesus, Saviour, like to Thee. 

Rev. T. Jao 
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april 3. 



ND God made the firmament . . • . And God 
called the firmament Heaven. And the 
ening and the morning were the second day. 
Gen, i. 7, 8. 



"117" HEN I look up to yon blue sky, 

I know Who spread it out so high ; 
The God whom heaven and earth obey, 
He made it on the second day. 

But far beyond the sky I see, 
There is a home prepared for me, 
If I will only watch and pray, 
And walk in God's own narrow way. 

I have not seen that world so fair ; 

I know not what bright things are there j 

But this I know, that better far 

Than I can think its pleasures are. 

J. Neale. 
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japril 4. 



A ND God called the dry land Earth ; and the 
gathering together of the waters called 
he Seas : and God saw that it was good. — 
Gen, i. 10. 



r^O\y made the world in which we live, 

The sea and all the land ; 
And everything that lives and moves 
Is nourished by His hand. 



The mountains and the rocks He made, 

And all the hills in order laid ; 

He poured the water in the seas ; 

He made the grass, the herb, the trees. 

The valleys and the hills so fair. 

And every flower that blossoms there. 

107 
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iapril 7.' 



And God created great whales, and every 
'^ living creature that moveth, which the 
waters brought forth abundantly . . . and every 
winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that 
it was good. . . . And the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day. — Gen. i. 21, 23. 



« ■♦■ «-- 



r\ God of heaven, most wise and great, 
^^^ Who on the fifth day didst create 
Both fish that swim and fowl that fly. 
And saidst * Increase and multiply ;' 

They look to Thee and they are fed ; 
Thou givest them their daily bread ; 
Thou list'nest to them when they cry ; 
Thou tak'st their breath, and then they die» 

Thy children Thou wilt also feed. 
And send them all things that they need ; 
On earth wilt guide them by Thy love. 
Then take them to Thy heaven above. 

J. Nealf. 

no 
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aprii 8. 



4- 



And God made the beast of the earth after 

his kind, and cattle after their kind, and 

every thing that creepeth upon the earth after 

his kind : and God saw that it was good. — 

Gen, i. 25. 



-*■ 



'X^HE lion and the tiger bold. 

The sheep and cattle of the fold, 
The little birds that sweetly sing. 
The insect with its beauteous wing. 
The fishes — all we sec that's fair 
Or good — God made, and placed them there. 

God made me, too, with curious art, 
A thinking head, a feeling heart ; 
A soul to understand His will. 
And set before it good and ill : 
He sees if it be dark or fair. 
And knows each thought that enters there. 

Ill 



april 9. 



A ND God said, Let us make man in our image, 

after our likeness. ... So God created man 

in His own image, in the image of God created 

He him ; male and female created He them. 

And God blessed them. — Gen. i. 26, 27, 28. 



A LMIGHTY God had made the earth, 

And all we see around ; 
Man on the sixth day had his birth, 
Created from the ground. 

He knew not sin, he knew not death, 

When first on earth he stood ; 
God's Spirit gave him living breath. 

And he was *very good.' 

J. Neale. 
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japrii lo. 



A ND God saw every thing that He had made, 
and, behold, it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day. 
— Gen. i. 31. 



A LL things bright and beautiful, 

All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful. 
The Lord God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens, 

Each little bird that sings, 
He made their glowing colours. 

He made their tiny wings. 

He gave us eyes to see them, 

And lips, that we might tell 
How great is God Almighty, 

Who hath made all things well. 

Mrs. Alexander. 
113 \ 



april 11. 



r\ Lord, how manifold are Thy works ; in wis- 
^ dom hast Thou made them all : the earth is 
full of Thy riches. So is this great and wide sea, 
wherein are things creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts. — jPs. civ. 24, 25. 



'T^HE earth, O Lord, is full of Thee. 
So is the great and mighty sea ; 
And living creatures, great and small, 
In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

Thou makest stormy winds to blow ; 
Thou sendest in the winter snow ; 
Thou giv'st in springtime sun and showers, 
To make both trees bud forth and flowers. 

Saviour, if Thou dost thus array 

The flowers which only live a day, 

And feed'st all creatures from Thy store, 

Wilt Thou not care for us much more ? 

J. Neale. 
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japril 12. 



A ND God blessed the seventh day and sanc- 
tified it : because that in it He had rested 
from all His work which God created and made. 

— G^L ii. 3. 

-^. — 

A LMIGHTY God, Thy glorious name 

For ever shall be blessed, 
Who in six days the world didst frame, 
And on the seventh didst rest. 

J. Neale. 



Hail ! hail ! sweet Sabbath-day, 

In love and mercy given ; 
Then we are taught, and learn the way 

To Jesus and to heaven. 

Hosanna we would all proclaim. 

Each Sabbath-day to Jesu's name. 

Mrs. Westbrook. 
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april 13. 



A ND the Lord God took the man, and put him ( 

into the garden oif Eden to dress it and to 
keep it. — Gen. ii. 15. 



« ♦ * 



/^NCE in a pleasant garden 

God placed a happy pair, 
And all within was peaceful, 
And all around was fair. 

But, oh ! they disobeyed Him ; 

The one thing He denied 
They longed for, took, and tasted : 

They eat it, and — they died ! 

Yet, in His love and pity. 

At once the Lord declared 
How man, though lost and ruined, 

Might after all be spared. 

T/ie Old, Old Story, 
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Sipvil 14. 



f^ OD SO loved the world, that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
— 'John^ iii. 16. 



IT ow good is the Almighty God, 

How merciful and mild, 
Who is to me a Father dear, 
And I His favoured child. 

Did He not give His own dear Son 

To die for sinful man ? 
To turn them from their wicked ways. 

And bring them back again, — 

Back to the place that they had lost ; 

Back to their Father's love : 
Their Father, the great God of all ; 
Their home, His heaven above ? 

Mrs. Alexander. 
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apnl 15. 



Phrist being raised from the dead, dieth no i 

more ; death hath no more dominion over 
Him. — Rom. vi. 9. 



/^UR Saviour, Christ, is risen indeed, 

And hves, no more to die ! 
The rulers tried to guard the grave ; 

They rolPd a mighty stone. 
And put a watch beside the cave, 

And set a seal thereon. 

They feared that He whom they had sla 
Would on the third day rise again — 

'Tis now our joy, 'twas then their fear — 
And on that very day 

The angel of the Lord came near, 
And roll'd the stone away. 

Neale, 
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SijfVil 1 6. 



T^His IS My commandment, That ye love one 
another, as I have loved you,— Jb/i/i, xv. 12. 



T OVE and kindness we may measure 

By this simple rule alone, — 
Do we care for others' pleasure 
Just as if it were our own ? 

Christ's example we should borrow. 
Who forsook His throne above. 

And endured such pain and sorrow, 
Out of tenderness and love. 

When a selfish thought would seize us, 

And our resolution break. 
Let us then remember Jesus, 

And resist it for His sake. 

Taylor. 
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SLfVil 17. 



HThen were there brought unto Him little child 
ren, that He should put His hands on then 
and pray : and the disciples rebuked them.— 
Ji:?/7. xix. 13. 



JESUS, when He left the sky, 
And for sinners came to die, 
In His mercy passed not by 

Little ones like me. 

Mothers then the Saviour sought, 
In the places where He taught, 
And to Him their children brought, — 
Little ones like me. 

Did the Saviour say them nay ? 
No, He kindly bid them stay ; 
Suffered none to turn away 

Little ones like me. 

Mrs. M.'^viv 
1-20 



aprfl 1 8. 



-J- 



r)uT Jesus called them unto Him.- 
Luke^ xviii. i6. 



"VITho would not love the Saviour, 
That loves dear children so ? 
Who would not love the Saviour, 
That does that Saviour know ? 

Infants were brought before Him, 
He smiled on them, and shed 

A sweet, a holy blessing. 
In love upon each head. 

* Oh bring them,' he commanded, 
* And send them not away ; 

My Father's heavenly kingdom 
Is filled with such as they.' 

121 



apn'l 19. 



A ND [Jesus] said. Suffer little children to come 
unto Me, and forbid them not : for of such 
is the kingdom of God. — Luke^ xviii. 16. 



♦-♦-♦- 



TT ERE in the Gospel we are told 

What great compassion was in Thee ; 
When mothers brought their babes of old, 

Poor, helpless children, such as we — 
E'en to Thy tender bosom brought. 
And Thou didst say, * Forbid them not.' 

And thus encouraged by Thy grace. 
To those still open arms we fly ; 

And though we cannot see Thy face. 
Yet Thou canst bless us from on high ; 

For still Thy gracious word we see, 

Snys * Suffer them to come loN\e.' 

122 



japril 20. 

— -$- — 

And [Jesus] took them up in His arms, put 
His hands upon them, and blessed them. — 

Mark, X. 16. 

-I- 

T WISH that His hands had been placed on my 

head, 
That His arm had been thrown around me, 
And that I might have seen His kind look when 

he said, 

* Let the little ones come unto Me.' 

Yet still to His footstool in prayer I may go, 

And ask for a share in His love ; 
And if I now earnestly seek Him below, 

I shall see Him and hear Him above. 

In that beautiful place He has gone to prepare, 

For all who are washed and forgiven. 
And many dear children are gathering there, 

* For of such is the kingdom of He^iv^Tv.' 
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april 21. 



T WILL seek that which was lost. — Ezek, 

xxxiv. 1 6. 
And when he hath found it, he layeth it on 
his shoulders, rejoicing. — Luke^ xv. 5. 



n^HEN I, a little straying lamb, 
May come to Jesus as I am. 

Though goodness I have none. 
May now be folded to His breast. 
And there for ever gently rest, 

And be His little one. 

Then if He teaches me to pray, 
I'll surely go to Him and say, 
* Lord, "keep Thy little one.* 

124 



iapril 22. 



A ND [Martha] had a sister called Mary, which 
also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word. 
— Luke^ X. 39. 



-4- 



/^^OME to Jesus, little one, 
Come to Jesus now ; 
Humbly at His gracious throne 
In submission bow. 

At His feet confess your sin. 

Seek forgiveness there ; 
For His blood can make you clean. 

He will hear your prayer. 



Seek His face without delay. 
Give Him now your heart ; 
Tarry not, but while you may. 

Choose the better part. 

125 



iapril 21. 



"DuT one thing is needful : and Mary 
chosen that good part, which shall nc 
taken away from her. — Luke^ x. 42. 



r^ ENTLE Jesus, I would love Thee, 

Yes, love with all my love ;. 
And I long, Lord, to obey Thee, 
As angels do above. 

But Thy little child is weak, 

And has a foolish heart, 
And does not know, O Lord, the way 

To choose the better part. 

Oh, wilt Thou lead me, till 1 stand 

On Heaven's golden shore, 

Where I shall be Thy holy child. 

And love Thee evermore'? 

120 
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•J — 



"D EM EMBER now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not. — 
Eccles. xii. i. 



T ]KE mist on the mountains, like ships on the sea, 

So swiftly the years of our pilgrimage flee ; 
In the grave, with our fathers, how soon we shall lie ! 
Dear children, to-day to a Saviour fly. 

How sweet are the flow'rets in April and May ! 
But often the frost makes them wither away ; 
Like flowers you may fade : Are you ready to die ? 
Dear children, to-day to a Saviour fly. 

When Samuel was young he first knew the Lord, 
He slept in His smile, and rejoiced in His word ; 
So most of God's children are early brought nigh ; 
Oh, seek Him in youth — to a Saviour fly ! 
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Slpvil 25. 



!♦■ 






"LToNOUR thy father and thy mother, as t 
I^ord thy God hath commanded thee. 
Dej/t V. 16. 



TV/r Y God, I know it is Thy will 

That I my parents should obey ; 
Their wishes quickly should fulfil, 
And try to please them every day. 

I find it hard, and often fail, 

Dear Saviour, help me now, I pray ; 

Do Thou Thy gracious aid impart 
That I may please them every day. 

Then though Thou art in heaven above, 
With angels round in bright array, 

I know Thou'lt mark Thy little child, 
And ] shall please Thee every day. 
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apnl 26. 



T^o all things without murmurings and 
disputings. — Phil. ii. 14. 



T^ EAR Saviour, to Thy little lambs 

A lamb-like temper give, 
And daily, hourly grace bestow. 
In joy and peace to live. 

When we are for our faults reproved, 
May we the fault confess ; 

And humbly seek Thy grace, that we 
May not again transgress. 



Make us affectionate and kind, 
Gentle, and meek, and good. 

Mindful how dearly we were bought 

With Thy most precious blood. 
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iaprti 27. 



T WILL pour My Spirit apon thy seed, and M] 
blessing upon thine offspring. — Isa, xliv. 3. 



/^^OME, Holy Spirit, come, 

O hear an infant's prayer ; 
Stoop down and make my heart Thy home, 
And shed Thy blessing there. 

Thy light. Thy love impart. 
And let it ever be 
A holy, happy, humble heart, 
A dwelling-place for Thee. 



Let Thy rich grace increase. 
Through all my early days. 
The fruits of righteousness and peace, 
To Thine eternal praise. 



iapni 28. 



T IKE as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear Him. — Ps, ciii. 13. 



r^ CD is your tender Father, unseen, but ever nigh, 
^^ And He will guard and bless you, and hear 
your faintest cry. 

Then tell your little troubles into His loving ear. 
Ask Him to smile upon you, and banish every fear ; 
Obey His gentle counsels with reverence and 

delight. 
And then His welcome presence will make each 

moment bright. 

Be kind, and just, and patient, industrious, mild, 

and true, 
Remember Christ your Saviour was once a child 

like you ; 
Tread daily in His footsteps, lean on His mighty 

arm. 
And let His Holy Spirit all angry pa^^loivs c-Axcv. 

Child's OiwH Magazine, 
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Uow sweet are Thy words unto my tast 

yea, sweeter than honey to my mout 

— uPf. cxix. 103. 

— »-♦-« — 

'T^HE Bible ! the Bible ! more precious than go 
The hopes and the glories its pages unfold 
It speaks of a Saviour, and tells of His love, 
It shows us the way to the mansions above. 

The Bible ! the Bible ! blest volume of truth ! 
How sweetly it smiles on the season of youth ! 
It bids us seek early the pearl of great price, 
Ere the heart is enslaved in the bondage of vice. 

The Bible ! the Bible ! we hail it with joy, 
Its truths and its glories our tongues shall emplo 
We'll sing of its triumphs, we'll tell of its worth, 
And send its glad tidings afar o'er the earth. 

American 
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iaprii 30. 



TIThat are these which are arrayed in white 
robes? .... They have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God. — Rev. vii. 13, 14, 15. 



A ROUND the throne of God in heaven 

Thousands of children stand : 
Children whose sins are all forgiven, 
A holy, happy band. 

Singing Glory, glory. 

What brought them to that world above. 
That heaven so bright and fair. 

Where all is joy, and peace, and love ? 
How came those children there. 

Singing Glory, glory ? 

Because the Saviour shed His blood 

To wash away their sin : 
Bathed in that pure and precious flood, 
Behold thorn, white and clean \ 

Singing G\orj, ^^"f^ 
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^'f'ifi?^- 



a^ap. 
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9^ovnins i^raper* 



T N the morning, then, ye shall see the glory 
the Lord. — £xod. xvi. 7. 



li 



■ 



n^HE morning, the bright and the beautii 
morning. 
Is up, and the sunshine is all on the wing ; 
With its fresh flush of gladness the landsca 
adorning, 
A gladness which nothing but morning can brin 

And we too, awake, for our Heavenly Father, 
Who soothed us so gently to sleep on His brea 

And made the soft stillness of evening to gather 
Around us, now calls us again from our rest. 

Then away to our school in the sweet summ 
morning, — 

God's blessing upon us. His light on our road ; 
And let all the lessons we daily are learning 

Be only to bring us more nearly to God. 

1U6 



(S^tnins i^raper* 



n^HE eternal God is thy Refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms. — J?eut 



xxxm. 27. 



A LMIGHTY God, to-night 

To Thee for help we pray, 
To Whom the darkness is as light. 
And night is like the day. 

It is Thy love and care 
That gives our peaceful bed ; 
But Thou, O Saviour, hadst not where 
To lay Thy blessed head. 

Oh ! keep us now from harm. 
As Thou hast done before ; 
And let Thine everlasting arm 
Be round us evermore. 
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9^ap I. 



■♦» 



A ND unto one He gave five talents, to another 
two, and to another one. — Matt. xxv. 15. 



».»« 



r^ CD entrusts to all 

Talents, few or many ; 
None so young or small 
That they have not any. 

Little drops of rain 
Bring the springing flowers, 
And I may attain 
Much by little powers. 



God will surely ask, 
Ere I enter heaven, 
Have I done the task 

Which to me was given"? 
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Sl^ap 2. 



Hj^HE flowers appear on the earth ; the time of 
the singing of birds is come, and the voice 
of the turtle is heard in our land. — Cant, ii. 12. 



/^^OD, who hath made the daisies, 

And every lovely thing. 
He will accept our praises. 
And hearken while we sing. 

He sees the bird that wingeth 
Its way o'er earth and sky ; 

He hears the lark that singeth 
Up in the heaven so high ; 



He sees the heart's deep breathings. 
And says, well pleased to see, 

* Suffer the little children. 
And let them come lo M^? 
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9^ap 3. 



A ND He [Christ] shall be as the light of the 
morning, when the sun riseth ; even a 
morning without clouds. — 2 Sam, xxiii. 4. 



TT ow could little flowers bloom 

If the sun were gone ? 
All their tints and sweet perfume 
Would be quickly flown. 

How can little children's hearts 

Bring forth flowers of love, 
Unless Christ the Lord impart 

Sunshine from above ? 

Love, and gentleness, and peace, 

Are the Saviour's flowers ; 
He Himself brought forth all these 
In this worid of ours. 

Children's Friend, 1867. 
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9^ap4. 



A CERTAIN man had two sons; and he came 
to the first, and said, Son, go work to-day 

in my vineyard And he came to the 

second, and said likewise. — Matt xxi. 28-30. 



]\/r Y God has given me work to do. 

While in this world I live. 
And He will help me if I pray, 
And needful strength will give. 

I have my faults to overcome. 

My tempers to subdue ; 
To check my proud and angry words/ 

And words that are not true. 

Tis thus a little child like me 

May do its Maker's will. 
And I will pray for grace and strength 

His pleasure to fulfil. 
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a^ap 5. 



llfiLT thou not from this time cry unto me, 
My Father, Thou art the Guide of my 
youth? — Jer, iii. 4. 



i TV/Ty Father?' Yes, delightful name ! 

* My Father!' — I'll repeat the same ; 
Rejoicing, while Thou thus art styled. 
That I may call myself Thy child. 

*Thou art my Guide?' Yes, so Thou art. 
And may I ne'er from Thee depart : 
What can 1 wish or want beside. 
While I can call the Lord my Guide ? 



* Guide of my youth ?' Yes, I shall stray 
From life and happiness away, 
Unless Thou guide my youthful days 
/n wisdom's safe and pleasant 'wa'^s. 
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a^ap 6. 



Tt is Christ that died, yea, rather, that is risen 
again. Who is even at the right hand of 
God, Who also maketh intercession for us. — 
Rom» viii. 34. 



T T P in heaven, up in heaven, 

In the bright place far away, 
He whom bad men crucified 
Sitteth at His Father's side, 
Till the judgment-day. 



And He loves His little children, 

And He pleadeth for them there. 
Asking tRe great God of heaven 
That their sins may be forgiven ; 
And He hears their prayer, 
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9^a? 7- 



T WRITE unto you, little children, becau 
have known the Father. — \ John^ ii. i 



TT EAVENLY Father, we draw near The^ 
With the voice of joy and praise ; 
In our childhood taught to fear Thee, 
Taught the knowledge of Thy ways. 

May we praise Thee, 
Love and serve Thee, all our days. 



When we think how much we owe Theej 
Lord, Thy goodness we adore ; 

Though we but begin to know Thee, 
Thy kind teaching we imj^ore : 

Thus instructed, 
May we know and love Thee more. 
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9^ap 8. 



NTER ye in at the strait gate; . . . because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
ich leadeth unto \ife,—AfaU. vii. 13, 14. 



HPhe road to heaven is narrow, 

And its blessed entrance strait ; 
But how safe the little pilgrims 
Who get within the gate ! 

The sunbeams of the morning 
Make the narrow path so fair ! 

And these early little pilgrims 
Find dewy pleasures there. 

They know it leads to heaven. 

With its wide and open gate, 
Where, for happy little pilgrims, 

A Saviour's welcome waivts. 
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9^ap 9. 



« » I 



BOW my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of Whom the whole family in 
javen and earth is named. — Eph. iii. 14, 15. 



"E^OLD thy hands in prayer, my child ; 

Gently bow thine head ; 
To our glorious God in heaven 
Children's prayers are said : 
And the angels, pure and fair, 
Bow before His presence there. 



Guard thine heart in prayer, my child. 

Closely guard thine heart. 
Lest with holy, earnest thoughts. 

Bad ones have their part : 
When we to our Father pray 
Let us tncnn the thing we say. 

Childrois Hymns, 
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fll^ap lo. 



ssus Christ . . . that loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in His own blood. — 
V, i. 5. 



T ESUS, Shepherd of my soul, 
^ Wash me in Thy precious blood ; 
Make me fit to dwell with Thee, 
Holy, spotless Lamb of God. 

Gentle Shepherd, strengthen me, 
For Thy little lamb is weak ; 

Yet I long to follow Thee, 
And Thy face I fain would seek. 

Tender Shepherd, many snares 

Tempt Thy little lamb to stray ; 
Hold me by Thy mighly aim, 

Keep me in the narrow v^^^, 
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Slpcip II. 



LIoNOUR thy father and mother, which is the first 
commandment with promise. — Eph, vi. 2. 



I 



TT uNOUR thy father and obey, 
Honour thy mother, too ; 
Do not refuse, do not delay, 
What they would have thee do. 

Obey your parents in the Lord, 

Submit as in His sight ; 
Obey them, love them, mind their word. 

For this, you know, is right. 

Do all you can their hearts to cheer. 

When grief upon them lies, 

And gently wipe away the tear 

Of sorrow from their eyes. 
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a^ap 12. 



TVIy little children, let us not love in word, 
neither in tongue ; but in deed and in 
tnith. — \ John^ iii. i8. 



T T ow many deeds of kindness 

A little child can do, 
Although it has but little strength. 
And little wisdom, too ! 

« 

It wants a loving spirit. 

Much more than strength, to prove 
How many things a child may do 

For others by its love. 



Little deeds of kindness, 
Little words of love. 

Make our earth an Eden, 
Like the heaven above. 
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9^a? 13. 



TJow often would I have gathered thy child 

together, even as a hen gathereth 
chickens under her wings ! — Matt, xxiii. 37. 



»♦ » 



A S the bird beneath her wing 

Safely gathers all her brood ; 
So will Christ His children bring 
From the broad and dang'rous road. 

He is calling me to come : 
Jesus, let me hear Thy voice ; 

Guide me till I reach my home, 
Let me make Thy ways my choice. 

Hear the little simple prayer, 
That an infant lifts to Thee ; 

Let me in Thy blessing share, 
In Thine arms, O gather me ! 



L. A. ]V 



150 



9?ap 14. 



HE Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 
the world. — \ John^ iv. 14. 



T ESUS, tender Saviour, 

Hast Thou died for me ? 
Make me very thankful 
In my heart to Thee. 

When the sad, sad story 
Of Thy grief I read. 

Make me very sorr>' 
For my sins, indeed. 

Now I know Thou livest, 
And dost plead for mc ; 

Make mc very thankful 
In my heart to Thee. 



9?ap 15. 



"TjANiEL was taken up out of the den, and no 
manner of hurt was found upon him, be- 
cause he believed in his God. — Dan. vi. 23. 



r^ ODD Daniel would not cease to pray, 

With all his foes in view ; 
He called on God three times a-day, 

As he was used to do : 
Nor feared the power of wicked men. 
Who put him in the lions' den. 



Nor was he of those beasts afraid. 

Though ready to devour ; 
The Lord his God, to whom he prayed. 

Preserved him from their power : 
The hungry lions did not dare 
To touch the holy prophet \.\vex^. 



a^ap I 6. 



A so^T answer tumeth away wrath; but grievous 
words stir up anger. — Prov, xv, i. 



AIThen deep within our swelling hearts 

The thoughts of pride and anger rise ; 
When bitter words are on our tongues, 
And tears of passion in our eyes : 

Then we may stay the angry blow, 
Then we may check the hasty word, 

Give gentle answers back again. 
And fight a battle for our Lord. 



With smiles of peace, and looks of love, 
Light in our dwellings we may make ; 
Bid kind good-humour brighteiv tK^\^^ 

And do all still fcr Jesu's ssiVe. 
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Sl^ap 17. 



« ♦« 



Oeturn, ye backsliding children, and I will 
heal your backslidings. Behold, we come 
unto Thee f for Thou art the Lord our God. — 
ler, iii. 22. 



JESUS, Lord and Master, at Thy sacred feet. 
Here, with hearts rejoicing, see Thy children 
meet. 
Often have we left Thee, often gone astray ; 
Keep us, mighty Saviour, in the narrow way. 

Pattern of our childhood, once Thyself a child. 
Make our childhood holy, pure, and meek, and mild : 
In the hour of danger whither can we flee, 
Save to Thee, dear Saviour, only unto Thee t 

All our days direct us in the way we go. 
Crown us still victorious over every foe. 
Bid Thine angels shield us when the storm-clouds 
Jower, 
Pardon Thou and save us in l\\c\^s\. dx<i^.^^^a^vt, 
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^ap 1 8. 



pVuR Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for 
our sins. Who loved me, and gave Him- 
self for me. — Gal, i. 3, 43 ii. 20. 



Al /"HAT can I give to Jesus, 

Who gave * Himself for me V 
How can I show my love to Him 
Who died on Calvary ? 

ril give my heart to Jesus 

In childhood's tender spring ; 
I know that He will not despise 

So mean an offering. 

ril give my mind to Jesus, 

And seek, in thoughtful hours. 
His Spirit's grace to consecrate 
Its early opening powers. 

Chi\drt\i% Friend, ^.'^^'i- 
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SBap 19. 



pVuR Saviour Jesus Christ, ^^^lO gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity. — Tit ii. 13, 14. 



T T ow kind is the Saviour ! how great is His love ! 
To bless little children He came from above ! 
He left holy angels and their bright abode. 
To live here with children, and teach them the road. 

He wept in the garden, and died on the tree. 
To open a fountain for sinners like me : 
His blood is that fountain, which pardon bestows, 
And cleanses the foulest wherever it flows. 

O help us, blest Jesus, more sweetly to praise. 
And walk in Thy footsteps the rest of our days ; 
Then raise us, great Saviour, to taste of Thy love, 
And praise Thee for ever wilVv c\v\\dTeTv ^.bove. 
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!gi^ap 20. 



IIIhosoever shall confess Me before men, 
him shall the Son of man also confess 
before the angels of God. — Luke^ xii. 8. 



A T every time, in every place, 

God has His chosen witnesses ; 
And some were children young as I, 
Who wear that glorious crown on high. 

Some bore true witness to their Lord, 
In thirst and hunger, fire and sword ; 
By cruel beasts and torments tried. 
In Christ they lived, in Christ they died. 

Therefore they stand before the throne, 
And God hath comforted His own ; 
His was the hand that brought them through. 
And His the hand that ctovjivs xXv^xsv^Xa^. 
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9pap 2 1. 



A WORD fitly spoken is like apples of gold in 
pictures of silver [or, in baskets of silver]. 



— Prov. XXV. II. 

— »♦» 




'X* HERE are some words, the Bible says. 

Like apples of pure gold, 
In silver baskets set secure, 
Of wealth and price untold. 

Those * gracious ' words our Saviour spoke 

Were of this precious kind : 
Sweeter than honey from the comb, 

Or gold three times refined. 

Dear Christian child, the words of truth 

And love fit everywhere ; 
That they may * fitly spoken ' be, 
Ask God in daily prayer. 

Children's Friend, \^^a, 
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9^ap 2 2. 



'T^HE Lord is good to all; and His tender 
mercies are over all His works. — Ps, 
cxlv. 9. 



r^ CD made this earth so wide and fair, 

And all who dwell thereon ; 
His mercy watcheth over all, 
His love forgetteth none. 

He knows His creatures every one. 

In palace or in cot ; 
His eye can see the wide world o'er. 

And nothing is forgot. 

Then, since His great and gracious love 

To all who seek is given, 
Let little children come to Him, 

And He will guide to Vvescvexv. 

Children! s Prize, V^^"^- 
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gi^tip 23. 



IJear my prayer, O Lord; give ear to i 
supplications : in Thy faithfulness ans\ 
me, and in Thy righteousness. — Fs, cxliii. i. 



T CRD, hear a little infant pray, 
The little simple words I say : 

Saviour, listen from Thy throne, 
And dei^n to call a child Thine own. 

1 would be Thine, and like to Thee, 
And serve Thee in simplicity ; 
Renew my heart, my sins forgive, 
And teach me. Saviour, how to live. 

Oh, never. Saviour, never let 

My heart Thy wondrous love forget ; 

Thou who wast mocked and crucified ! 

Thou who for love of me hast died ! 
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apap 24. 



RE not two sparrows sold for a farthing? 
and one of them shall not fall on the 
Dund without your Father. — Matt, x. 29. 



A ND can so kind a Father frown ? 

Will He, who stoops to care 
For little sparrows falling down, 
Despise an infant's prayer ? 

No ! He regards the feeblest cry : 

'Tis only when we sin 
He puts the smile of mercy by. 

And lets His frown begin. 

But when the broken spirit turns, 
And would from sin depart, 

The God of mercy never sourns 

A humble, contrite heart. 

Taylor. 
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^av 2 



D' 



Oemember not the sins of my youth, nor my 
transgressions : according to Thy mercy 
remember Thou me for Thy goodness' sake, 
Lord. — Ps.xxv. 7. 



np HOUGH we are young our sins are great, 

In sins we daily live ; 
O Lord, anew our souls create. 
Our youthful sins forgive. 

Oft to bad tempers we give way. 
And naughty thoughts conceive ; 

And often we neglect to pray : 
These youthful sins forgive. 

The Saviour died our guilt to bear. 

That we to Him might live : 

Hence we with hope present this prayer, — 

* Our youthful sins forgive.* 

J. Burton. 
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a^tip 26. 



«♦» 



r^HRiST also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow in His steps. 
— I Pet ii. 21. 



>♦ « 



T ESUS Christ, my Lord and Saviour, 

Once became a child like me ; 
O that in my whole behaviour 
He my pattern still might be ! 

All my nature is unholy, 

Pride and passion dwell within ; 
But the Lord was meek and lowly, 

And was never known to sin. 

Let me never be forgetful 

Of His precepts any more ; 
Idle, passionate, and fretful, 

As Tve often been before. 



Taylor. 
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a^ap 27. 



A lleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, 
and power, unto the Lord our God. — 
Rev. xix. I. 



r^ LORY to the Father give, 

God, in whom we move and live ; 
Children's prayers He deigns to hear, 
Children's songs delight His ear. 

Glory to the Son we bring, 
Christ our Prophet, Priest, and King : 
Children, raise your sweetest strain 
To the Lamb, for He was slain. 



Glory in the highest be 

To the BlessM Trinity ; 

For the Gospel from above, 

For the word that * God is love.' 
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a^ap 28. 



osiAH, . . . while he was yet young, he began 
to seek after the God of David his father. — 
Chron. xxxiv. 3. 



* » * 



IX/Tay a helpless child approach Him, 
And His tender pity crave ? 



Yes ; for with compassion beaming 
From His kind and tender eye, 

While with love His words are teeming; 
Hear the BlessM Saviour cry, — 



' Come, and welcome ; 'tis My pleasure 

Little children to receive : 
Those who seek Me find a treasure 

Which this world can never give. 
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Vout^g^ ., o^t out Vv^^ ,, us •. 



9^ap 30. 



•1— 



Tn His love and in His pity He redeemed 
them; and He bare them, and carried them 
ill the days of old. — Isa. Ixiii. 9. 



-i- 



/^H, what has Jesus done for me? 

He pitied me — my Saviour : 
My sins were great, His love was free ; 
He died for me — my Saviour. 

To my weak steps He doth give heed. 
He watchcth me — my Saviour ; 

He helpeth me in every need, 
He loveth me — my Saviour. 

He heareth, and doth answer send 
To my poor prayer — my Saviour ; 

And He will keep unto the end 
The child that trusts his Saviour. 

CURWEN. 



9^a? 31 



A ND they made the plate of the holy crown of 

pure gold, and wrote upon it a writing, 

. . . Holiness to the Lord. — Exod. xxxix. 30. 



V\7hen children sing Jehovah's praise. 

Solemn should be the notes they raise ; 
Each look, each thought, and every word, 
Be, * Holiness unto the Lord/ 

When children bow the knee in prayer, 
The great, the Holy God is there : 
Then should not every thought and word 
Be, * Holiness unto the Lord ?' 

Above, where angels happy dwell. 
Children the heavenly chorus-^well ; 
And there the feeblest note that's heard 
/s 'Holiness unto the Lord.' 



3fMne. 



-^ — B<lt65-v.. 



1G9 



aborning l^pmn^ 



IT E Sirndeth the springs into the valleys, which 
run among the hills. By them shall the 
fowls of the heaven have their habitation, which 
sing among the branches. — Ps. civ. lo, 12. 



Tl ^HAT do the little warblers say. 

Who rise and sing at peep of day ? 
They stretch their wings, and soar on high, 
To praise their Maker in the sky. 

Do birds their morning praises bring. 
So early rise, so sweetly sing? 
And shall a child forget to raise 
Its waking voice in notes of praise .'* 

Oh, let me not unmindful be 
Of that kind care which watched o'er me. 
And kept me through the night from harm, 
From ddn^CYS and from all alarm. 

Children's Friend, x^^^t. 
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(£bznins %mii» 



Then thou liest down thou shalt not be 
afraid ; yea, thou shalt He down, and thy 
ip shall be sweet. — Pro7\ iii. 24. ^ 



T ESUS will hear an infant's prayer : 
•"^ For though He lives on high, 
He left His Father's throne above, 

And once came here to die. 
Young children in His arms were laid. 
And He called blessings on their head. 

And you, my child, if you desire. 

May ask of Him to-night, 
To keep you by His mighty power 

Safe until morning light ; 
To make you loving, gentle, mild. 
The Saviour^s own dear UtUe c\\\Vd. 

Children's Friend, x^^S- 



"^mxt I. 



And the child Samuel ministered unto the 
Lord before Eli. — i Sam, iii, i. 



C AMUEL in the holy place, 
In a linen coat arrayed, 
Year by year had grown in grace, 

* Ministered,' and v/atched, and prayed ; 
Far removed from mother dear, 
But to God his Father near. 



Still a * child ' may * minister' 
To the mighty God above, 

By obedience, and by prayer, 
And by self-denying love : 

Still to children He is kind, 

And who seek Him early find. 

17> 



3|une 2 



RE the lamp of God went out in the temple 
of the Lord, where the ark of God was, 
d Samuel was laid down to sleep ; . . . the 
rd called Samuel, and he answered, Here 
I I. — I Sam. iii. 3, 4. 



-*• 



T T USHED was the evening hymn. 

The temple courts were dark. 
The lamp was burning dim 

Before the sacred ark ; 
When suddenly a Voice Divine 
Rang through the silence of the shrine. 

The old man, meek and mild. 

The priest of Israel, slept ; 
His watch the temple-child. 

The little Levite, kept ; 
And what from Eli's sense was seal'd 
The Lord to Hannah's sotv \*ev^^\e.^« 

173 



Iwne 3- 



A ND the Lord called yet again, Samuel . . . 

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord. — 

I Sam. iii. 6, 7. 

— •-♦-« — 

T F God would speak to me, 

And say He was my Friend, 
How happy I should be ! 

Oh, how would I attend ! 
The smallest sin I then should fear 
If God Almighty were so near. 



And does He never speak ? 

Oh, yes ! for in His Word 
He bids me come and seek 

The God that Samuel heard : 
In almost every page I see 
The God of Samuel calls to me. 

\74 



'Y kX\J^^. 



9iune 4^ 



ND the Lord called Samuel again, the third 
time . . . And Eli perceived that the Lord 
i called the child. — i Sam. iii. 8. 



/^H, give me Samuel's ear, 
The open ear, O Lord, 
•Alive and quick to hear 

Each whisper of Thy Word ; 
Like him to answer at Thy call. 
And to obey Thee first of all. 



Oh, give me SamuePs heart, 

A lowly heart that waits, 
Where in Thy house Thou art, 

Or watches at Thy gates 
By day and night : a heart that still 
Moves at the breathing oi TYv^ ^'^« 
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3|une 5 



A ND the Lord came, and stood, and called as 
at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then 
Samuel answered. Speak; for Thy servant 
heareth. — i Sam, iii. lo. 



C\^ the child's attentive ear. 

Through the stillness, slowly fell 
Accents musical and clear, 

Twice repeated— * Samuel !' 
And the colour left his cheek 
As he answered, * Speak, Lord ; speak I ' 

See him, innocent as fair, 

Sitting on his lowly bed. 
Gazing on God's glory there, 

Drinking in the words He said, 
As the Lord, in mercy mild, 
Communed with a little child. 

no 



3iunc 6. 



T WILL hear what God the Lord will speak.- 

Fs. Ixxxv. 8. 



-«4«- 



T T ARK ! a tender Saviour speaks, 

And the lonely silence breaks : 
Little children, come to Me, 
I will your Redeemer be ; 
Yes, rilsave from every ill, 
And will be your Guardian still. 



I will raise you to the skies. 
Where the spirit never dies ; 

I will lift you to My throne. 
And confess you as My own : 

Come then, children ; come and see^ 

What a Saviour I will be. 
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3(une 7- 

— ■ • « 

'T^HE lip of truth shall be established for ever : 
but a lying tongue is but for a moment. — 
Frov. xii. 19. 



#♦1 



T T ow many kinds of words there are 

A little child can speak, — 
Cross words, and angr>^ words, as well 
As words of sad deceit. 

And words untrue, and wicked words, 

And words of angr}' tone. 
And cruel words, and jealous words. 

In naughty temper shown. 

But precious words of truthfulness 

A little child may say ; 
And sweet and gentle loving ones. 

How beautiful are thcv ! 

Childrcii's Friendy 1 862. 
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31une 8. 



•I— 



)ehold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great 

authority .... had come to Jerusalem for 

worship, was returning; and sitting in his cha- 

)t read Esaias the prophet. — Acts, viii. 27, 28. 



TT OLY Bible, book divine. 

Precious treasure, thou art mine ! 
Mine, to tell me whence I came ; 
Mine, to teach me what I am. 

Mine, to chide me when I rove ; 
Mine, to show a Saviour's love ; 
Mine, art thou, to guide my feet ; 
Mine, to judge, condemn, acquit. 

Mine, to tell of joys to come. 
And the rebel sinner's doom : 
Holy Bible, book divine. 
Precious treasure, thou avl \w\tv^ \ 

17^ 



3|uiie 9- 

4- 

A ND they crucified Him . . . and set up over His 
head His accusation written, This is Jesus, 
THE King of the Jews — Matt, xxvii. 35, 37. 



'M'o name there is so sweet on earth, 

No name so sweet in heaven. 
The name before His wondrous birth 
To Christ the Saviour given. 

And when He hung upon the tree 
They wrote this name above Him, 

That all might see the reason we 
For evermore must love Him. 

We love to sing around our King, 
And hail Him blessed Jesus ; 

For there's no word ear ever heard, 
So dear, so sweet as jESUS. 

IHO 



3|uiTe ic. 



T Into the Son He saitli, Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever : a sceptre of righte- 
ousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom, — 
Heb. i. 8. 



-I* 



T ESUS was once despised and low, 

A stranger, and distressed ; 
Without a home to which to go, 
Or pillow where to rest. 

Now on a high majestic seat 

He reigns above the sky. 
And angels worship at His feet. 

Or at His bidding fly. 

Once He was bound with prickly thorns. 

And scoffed at in His pain ; 
Now a bright crown His head adorns, 

And He is king again. 
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i»i 



i 



WTP" see Jesus, Who was made a little lo> 
than the angels for the suffering of de< 
crowned with glory and honour. — Hed, ii. 9. 






T ITTLE children, join to sing 

Glory, glory, to our King ; 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
Crowns unfading wreathe his head. 
He is conqueror o'er the grave ! 
Mighty to redeem and save ! 



■ 



' 



Now behold Him high enthroned, 
Mercy beaming from His face ; 

By adoring angels owned, 
God of holiness and grace. 

Little children, join to sing, 

Glory, glory, to our King. 



9|une 12. 
— "*" — 

OiNG unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing 
praise upon the harp unto our God . . . Who 
maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. He 
giveth to the beast his food, and to the young 
ravens which cry. — I^s^ cxlvii. 7-9. 



TJT OW dearly God must love us, 

And this poor world of ours, 
To spread blue skies above us. 
And deck the earth with flowers ! 

There's not a weed so lowly, 
Nor bird that cleaves the air, 

But tells in accents holy. 
His kindness and His care. 

O may God's mercies move us 
To serve Him with our powers ; 

For oh, how He must love us, 
And this poor world of ours ! 
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T LOVE them that love Me ; and those that s 
Me early shall find Me. — Prov, viii. 17. 



r^ CD loves the little child that prays, 

And humbly seeks His face, 
And walks in all His holy ways, 
And looks to Him for grace. 



God loves the child whose early youth 

Is given to the Lord ; 
Who learns, and keeps, and speaks the trutl 

And loves His holy Word. 



I 



O heavenly Father ! shine on me. 

And all my heart unite 

To love, and serve, and honour Thee, 

And make Thee my deV\g\\l. 

18 k 
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C\ God, Thou art my God ; early will I seek 

Thee. — Ps. Ixiii. i. 



'HP EACH me, O Lord, to seek Thy face. 

Grant unto me Thy quickening grace ; 
From follies may I turn away. 
And humbly come to Thee and pray. 
Bowing the knee before Thy throne 
Within my chamber, all alone. 



O Thou ! who the command hast given, 

Thus, thus, to seek Thy face in heaven, 

Lead on Thy feeble child to prove 

The secret of Thy wondrous love. 

And make Thy power and goodness known 

When all is still, and I'm aloive. 

1H5 



9Iime 15. 



LIe will be very gracious unto thee at the 
voice of thy cry ; when He shall hear it, 
He will answer thee. — Isa, xxx. 19. 



r^ Lord, when I kneel down to pray. 

Keep from my mind vain thoughts away ; 
That I may know Thou seest me. 
And feel I am alone with Thee. 

O may I ever think of Thee 
As one most kind and dear to me ; 
As my best Friend in heaven above. 
My God and Father, whom I love. 

So teach me. Lord, by grace divine. 
To know that I indeed am Thine ; 
And then how great my joy will be 
To lift my heart in prayer to Thee. 

Hymns for Little Children. 



3Iune 1 6. 



A NEW commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. — -Johti, xiii. 34. 



r^ CD, make my life a little flower, 

That givjeth joy to all, 
Content to bloom in native bower, 
Although its place be small. 

God, make my life a little song, 

That comforteth the sad ; 
That helpeth others to be strong. 

And makes the singer glad. 

God, make my life a little staff. 

Whereon the weak may rest. 

That so, what health and strength I have. 

May serve my neighbours best. 

1B7 



3|une 17. 



r^HiLDREN, obey your parents in all things: 
for this is well-pleasing unto the Lord. — 
Col, iii. 20. 



'HP HE sun, and moon, and glittering stars 

Obey God's holy will ; 
The rivers rise at His command. 
At His command are still. 

The highest angels up in heaven 

Obedient day by day ; 
They teach the little ones on earth 

To listen and obey ! 

Ready to do dear father's will. 

Obeying mother's word : 
Children who thus their parents please, 

Are pleasing to the Lord. 

E. H. C. 



9|ttne 1 8. 



And the child [John] grew, and waxed strong 
in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day 
of his showing unto Israel. — Lukc^ i. 80. 



■ ♦ » 



13 Y cool Siloam's shady rill, 

How sweet the lily grows ! 
How sweet the breath beneath the hill 
Of Sharon's dewy rose ! 

Lo, such the child whose early feet 

The paths of peace have trod, 
Whose secret heart, with influence sweet, 

Is upwards drawn to God. 

Dependent on Tliy bounteous breath 

We seek Thy grace alone. 
In childhood, manhood, age, and death, 

To keep us still Thine own. 

Dp. Heiier. 
HI) 
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T ORD, what wilt Thou have me to do? 

Acts, ix. 6. 



'\7[7'E are but little children weak, 

Nor born in any high estate : 
What can we do for Jesu's sake, 

Who is so high, and good, and great ? 

O day by day each Christian child 
Has much to do, without, within, — 

A death to die for Jesu's sake, 
A weary war to wage with sin. 



There's not a child so small and weak 

But has his little cross to take, 
His little work of love and praise, 
That he may do for ]es>v\'s s^iVe^. 



3|une 20. 



f\ GIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is goo J : 
for His mercy endureth for ever — Ps. evil. i. 



/^ THANK the Lord, for He is kind : 

Come, little one, thy praises bring ; 
Wake up the love of thy young mind. 

And with thine heart His goodness sing 
What hath He done, dear child, for thee ? 
Look round thee, and within, and see. 



O thank the Lord, for He is kind : 
Forget not thou His watchful care, 

But up to heaven raise thy mind. 
And love thine unseen Father there ; 

Then show thy love in love's best way, — 

First learn His will, and then obeY- 

Tkhv 
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A ND Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of 

sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people. — Matt. iv. 23. 



^1 ^HEN Jesus Christ was here below. 

And spread His works of love abroad. 
If I had lived so long ago, 
I think I should have loved the Lord. 

Jesus, who was so very kind. 

Who came to pardon sinful men. 

Who healed the sick, and cured the blind — 
O must I not have loved Him then ? 

And if He now will grant me grace. 
Much I will love Him and adore ; 

But when in heaven I see His face, 
'TuiJJ be my joy to love Him more. 



T XXV.OAS!. 
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i 



ND when He putteth forth His own sheep He 



goeth before them, and the sheep follow 
im : for they know His yoicQ.—/o/i/i, x. 4. 



T T OLY Saviour, who in meekness 

Didst vouchsafe a child to be, 
Guide our steps and help our weakness. 
Bless and make us like to Thee. 

Bear Thy lambs, when they are weary, 
In Thine arms and at Thy breast ; 

Through life's desert, dry and dreaiy. 
Bring them to Thy heavenly rest. 

Spread Thy golden pinions o'er them. 

Holy Spirit, from above ; 
Guide them, lead them, go befotc vVvcvw^ 

Give theiu peace, and^oy, '«xTvOL\o\e,. 
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And Jesus called a little child unto Him.- 

Matt, xviii. 2. 



r^ ENTLE Jesus, meek and mild, 

Look upon a little child ; 
Pity my simplicity, 

Teach me, Lord, to come to Thee. 



Fain I would to Thee be brought, 
Lamb of God, forbid it not ; 

In the kingdom of Thy grace 
Give a little child a place. 



O supply my every want. 

Feed the young and tender plant ; 
Day and night my keeper be, 

Every moment watch round me. 

C. Wesley. 
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Dring My sons from far, and My daughters 
from the ends of the earth ; even every one 
that is called by My name. — Isa. xliii. 6, 7. 



A ND while our youthful hearts rejoice 

That Jesus bids us come ; 
* Jesus,' we cry, with pleading voice, 
* Bring heathen wanderers home.' 

They never heard the Saviour's name. 

They have not learnt His way, 
They do not know H is grace who came 

To take our sins away. 

Dear Saviour, let the joyful sound 

In distant lands be heard ; 
And oh ! wherever sin is found. 
Send forth Thy pardoning word. 

Mrs. E. Parson, 
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PvEN a child is known by his doings, whether 






his work be pure, and whether it be right 
— Prov, XX. II. 



T HAVE often been unkind. 

Shown a restless, fretful mind, 
Grieved my friends by angry ways, 
Duty done with slow delays. 

Teach me, that I may fulfil 
All Thy holy, loving will. 
Serve Thee with a simple trust. 
Be to others kind and just. 

Father, look upon Thy child. 
Pity me when sin-beguiled ; 
Jesus died our sins to take : 
O forgive me for His sake. 

Sunday at Home, 1 870. 



3|une 26. 



'Phe meekness and gentleness of Christ. 

2 Cor, X. I. 



r^ ENTLE Jesus, holy, good, 

Wash me in Thy precious blood ; 
Cleanse my heart from every sin, 
Make me, keep me, right within. 

Gentle Jesus, pure and bright, 
Fill my soul with heavenly light ; 
Guide me through this world's dark road, 
'Till I reach Thy dear abode. 



Gentle Jesus, when I die, 

Let me feel Thee very nigh ; 

In Thine arms embrace me there 

Gentle Jesus, hear my prayer. 

1^1 
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TTe were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold .... But with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot. — i Pet. i. 18, 19. 



/^LORY to Jesus ! Glory ! 

Let little children sing. 
Who know the blessed story 

Of the Eternal King; 
How He came down from heaven above, 
To save the people of His love. 



A little child He came, 

For children to atone ; 
Sing praises to His name, 

Who did so love His own, 
As to redeem them with His blood, 
And make ihcm holy, just, and good. 



3|un0 28. 



A LL Thy children shall be taught of the Lord ; 
and great shall be the peace of Thy child- 
ren. — Isa. liv. 13. 



-« ■♦ » 



T ESUS, at thy footstool bending, 

Little children now draw near ; 
May our hearts, by prayer ascending. 
Bring down heavenly blessings here. 

Thou art ready. 
Waiting with a listening ear. 

Jesus, be Thou our heavenly friend, 
Helpless children need Thy care ; 
We on our Father's care depend, 
Let us Thy protection share. 

Loving Father, 
Make us happy children here. 

J. V. Pelly. 



3|une 29. 



A ND Enoch walked with God ; and he was not ; 

for God took him. — Gen. v. 24. 

For before his translation he had this testimony, 

that he pleased God. — Heb. xi. 5. 



I 



T ITTLE children, come to Jesus, 

He it is alone can save ; 
He alone it is that frees us 
From the terrors of the grave. 

Little children, ask of Jesus 
Strength to conquer every sin ; 

By His Spirit He will teach us, 
If we go in prayer to Him. 

Little children, walk with Jesus, 

Ere your early days be past ; 
For the path in which He leads us 

Brings us safe to heaven at last. 

Children'' s Fric7id^ 1866. 



3|une 30. 



T WILL arise and go to my Father, and will say 
tinto Him, Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before Thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called Thy son. — Luke^ xv. 18. 



A SINNER, Lord, behold I stand, 

In thought, and word, and deed; 
But Jesus sits at Thy right hand. 
For such to intercede. 



To heaven can reach the softest word, 

A child's repenting prayer ; 
For tears are seen, and sighs are heard, 

And thoughts regarded there. 

Then let me all my sins confess. 
And pardoning grace implore, 

That I may learn Thy righteousness. 
And love my Saviour more. 
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aborning: ii^pmn. 



HTruly the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing 
it is for the eyes to behold the sun. — 
Ecdes. xi. 7. 



'VT IGHT is over — light is streaming — 

Through my window-pane 'tis come ; 
And the sun's bright rays are beaming 

On my own dear happy home. 
God has watched me through the night ; 
God it is who sends us light. 

Night is over — heavenly Father, 
I would bend my knees and pray ; 

Help my weakness, guide me ever. 
Watch and keep me day by day ; 

Take away my love of sin, 

Let Thy Spirit dwell within. 

Children's Prize, 1863. 
a04 
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IJe shall cover thee with His feathers, and 
under His wings shalt thou trust. — Ps, 
xci. 4. 



-^ 



'X*HE little birds now seek their rest, 

And I may sleep upon Thy breast ; 
Thou givest all Thy children rest — 

God of the weary. 

Thou sendest rest to tired feet, 
To little toilers slumbers sweet. 
To aching hearts repose complete — 

God of the weary. 

We sleep that we may wake renewed, 

To serve Thee as Thy children should. 

With love, and zeal, and gratitude — 

God of the weary. 

M. Beth AM Edwards. 
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C\ GIVE thanks unto the Lord ; for He is good, 
for His mercy endureth for ever. — jFs, 
cxxxvi. I . 



'VT'es, God is good ! in earth and sky, 

From ocean depths, and spreading wood, 
Ten thousand voices seem to cry — 
God made us all, and God is good ! 

The merry birds prolong the strain. 
Their song with every spring renewed ; 

And balmy air, and falling rain, 
Each softly whisper — God is good ! 

Yes, God is good, all nature says, 

By God's own hand with speech endued ; 

And we, in louder notes of praise, 

Should sing for joy that — God is good ! 

J. GURNEY* 



9|UI? 2. 



«♦! 



f^OD be merciful unto us, and bless us; and 
cause His face to shine upon us. God, even 
our own God, shall bless us. — I's, Ixvii. i, 6. 



«■♦■« 



T^ATHER, from Thy throne above. 
Bless our lowly home below ; 
Jesus, Shepherd, in Thy love, 
Save Thy flock from every foe. 

Thine we are, for Thou hast made us ; 

Thine, for we're redeemed by Thee ; 
Thine, for Thou hast ever led us ; 

Thine we evermore shall be. 

May we love Thee, may we fear Thee, 

May Thy will, not ours, be done ; 
Never leave us till we're near Thee 

In Thy home, where all are one. 
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IITe love Him, because He first loved us. 

\ Johfi^ iv. 19. 



» ♦ I 



O AVIOUR ! teach me, day by day, 

Love's sweet lesson to obey ; 
Sweeter lesson cannot be — 
Loving Him who first loved me. 



With a childlike heart of love 
At Thy bidding may I move ; 
Prompt to serve and follow Thee, 
Loving Him who first loved me. 



Teach me all Thy steps to trace, 

Strong to follow in Thy grace ; 

Learning how to love from Thee, 

Loving Him who first loved me. 
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Ue that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty ; and he that ruleth his spirit than 
he that taketh a city. — Prov. xvi. 32. 



/^H, anger is an evil thing, 

And spoils the fairest face ; 
It Cometh like a. rainy cloud 
Upon a sunny place. 

The hand of peace is frank and warm, 
And soft as ringdove's wing ; 

And he who quells an angry thought 
Is' greater than a king. 

Ever remember in thy youth. 

That he who firmly tries 
To conquer and to rule himself. 

Is noble, brave, and wise. 
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LI E that entereth in by the door is the Shepher< 
of the sheep .... And the sheep hea 
His voice, and He calleth his own sheep b 
name, and leadeth them o\xi.^John, x. 2, 3. 



T ESU'S little lamb am I, 

On His goodness I rely ; 
He. my gentle Shepherd, leads me, 
In His pastures green He feeds me 
For He loves me, knows me well. 
And my little name can tell. 

Underneath His gracious staff 

I go in and out, and have 

Pasture sweat around me lying. 

Still my hungry soul supplying : 

Should a lambkin, then, like me, 

Ever sad and thankless be ? 
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A ND David called his name Solomon, and 
Lord loved him. — 2 Sam, xii. 24. 



T ESUS little children blesses, 

Fondly He each lamb caresses : 
Oh, how He loves ! 



Trust Him, He will ne'er forget you, 
His Almighty arms protect you ; 

Oh, how He loves ! 



Truly He will ne'er forsake you. 

But to endless glory take you, 

Ever, ever happy make you : 

Oh, how He loves ! 
2\I 
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AND Solomon loved the Lord. — 
I Kings ^ 111. 3. 



-^ 



T)LESSED Jesus, Holy Saviour ! 

Whp was nail'd for me 
On the cruel cross, that 1 
Might from sin be free ; 

I do love Thee, my own Saviour, 

For Thy pains so sore ; 
Make me love Thee, blessed Jesus, 

Always more and more. 

Watch Thy tender lamb. Good Shepherd ; 

Keep me by Thy side ; 
Never let me wander from Thee, 
For me crucified \ 



31ulp 8. 



A ND Jesus .... took a child, and set him by 

Him. — Luke^ ix. 47. 



— $« 



T ESUS will take the young 

Beneath His special care, 
And He will keep their youthful days 
From every hurtful snare. 

He knows their tender frame. 
Nor will their youth contemn ; 

For He a little child became, 
To love and pity them. 



Hail, gracious, heavenly Prince ! 

To Thee let children fly ; 
And on Thy constant pto\\d^Tvc^ 

Oh may we all reVy \ 



3lul? 9. 
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A ND Zaccheus sought to see Jesus .... And 
he ran before and climbed up into a syca- 
more tree to see Him ; for He was to pass that 
way. — Luke^ xix. 3, 4. 



TT APPY, happy, we should be, 

If the Saviour we could see. 
Walking in our midst once more, 
As He did in days of yore. 

Oh ! how gladly we should try, 
When the Lord was passing by, 
Some kind sign of love to bring. 
And hosanna loudly sing. 

Jesus, Thou art still the same ; 
Still, Thou dost Thy love proclaim ; 
Oh ! come visit us to-day. 
Enter every heart, we pray. 

E. H ODDER. 



Iwl? lO. 



VTathanael saith unto Him, Whence knowest 

Thou me ? Jesus answered and said unto 

him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou 

wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee.— ^^;/, i. 48. 



-4- 



r^OT> sees and hears me all the day, 

And 'mid the darkest night ; 
He views me when I disobey, 
And when I act aright. 

He guards me with a parent's care, 

When I am all alone ; 
My hymn of praise, my humble prayer, 

He hears them every one. 

God hears what I am saying now, — 
Oh, what a wondrous thought ! 

My heavenly Father, teach me how 
To love Thee as I ought ! 



3lulp 1 1 . 



r^OD is light. — \ John, i. 5. 

God is love. — \ John^ iv. 16. 



►$- 



'T^HE Bible tells us, * God is light/ 

A light we cannot see ; 
Too dazzling far for our weak sight, 
So glorious is He ! 

The Bible tells us, * God is love;' 
Not all that dwell below, 

Not all that dv^ell in heaven above, 
Such love and pity show. 



Led by His light, our feet shall move 

With joy in wisdom's ways ; 
Led by His love, our love we prove, 
By living to His praise. 



2 i i> 
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T THE Lord thy God will hold thy right hand 
saying unto thee, Fear not ; I will helj 
thee. — Isa, xli. 13. 



« ♦ « 



T^ON't forget His arms are near you, 

That they are so kind and strong ; 
If you love Him, He will never 
Suffer aught to hurt you long. 

He is sorry for your sorrow. 
Knows exactly how you feel ; 

And the tiniest little heartache 
His kind hand will gently heal. 



Then there are some little troubles 

You would wish that none should know ; 
Go, tell Jesus all. about them — 
]esvs Christ, who \oves '^o>3i so. 



lulp 13. 
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T WILL sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the 
Lord. Hear, O Lord, when I cry with my 
voice : have mercy also upon me, and answer 
me. — Ps. xxvii. 6, 7. 



T ET us sing, with one accord, 

Praise to Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
He is worthy whom we praise, 
Hearts and voices let us raise. 

What He bids us, let us do ; 
Where He leads us, let us go ; 
As He loves us, let us love 
All below and all above. 

Dear to Him is childhood's prayer. 
Children's hearts to Him are dear ; 
Heart and voice, \<it ^ill be ^ivcn ; 
All will find t\\e wa^ \.o\v^^n^xv. 



lulP 14- 



LTe will bless them that fear the Lord, both 
small and great. — Fs. cxv. 13. 



T ESUS, I would come to Thee ; 

Let Thy blessing rest on me ; 
Make me humble, meek, and mild, 
Now I am a little child. 



Thou a little child hast been, 
Pure and holy, free from sin ; 
Let me Thy bright image bear, 
Keep me safe from every snare. 

Grant that I may watch and pray. 
Seek Thy blessing day by day ; 
And in danger of alariws, 
Hold me in Thy s\ve\teY\t\^ ^x\xvs. 



lulp 15. 
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HPhen shall ye call upon Me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto Me, and I will hearken 
unto you. — -Jer, xxix. 12. 



r^ Lord, wilt Thou teach me to pray, 

And afterwards answer my prayer ? 
I know Thou canst hear what I say. 
Because Thou art everywhere. 

Not even a sparrow can fall, 
But, Lord, it is noticed by Thee ; 
And though I'm so young and so small, 
Thou art not unmindful of me. 

# 

Oh, teach me to do what is right, 
And, when I offend Thee, forgive ; 
And make it my greatest delight 
To serve Thee as long, as Wwe^. 



3Iul? 1 6. 



3, then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, 
He was received up into heaven, and sat 
the right hand of God. — Mark, xvi. 19. 



T ITTLE children, do yoii love 

Christ, who lives in heaven above ? 
Do you love His precious Book? 
Do you in it daily look ? 

Little children, have you read 
How the blessed Saviour bled. 
That He might your souls restore 
Unto joys for evermore ? 

How He did ascend on high ? 

How He lives above the sky ? 

How He waits your souls to bless 

With the riches of R\s ^x^.c^i'^. 

22 \ 
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IVIy sheep hear My voice, and I know them, 
and they follow Me. And I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My 
hand. — -/o/iny x. 27, 28. 



O AVIOUR, like a Shepherd lead us, 

Much we need Thy tender care ; 
In Thy pleasant pastures feed us. 
For our use Thy folds prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, 
Thou hast bought us — Thine we are. 

We are Thine, do Thou befriend us, 

Be the Guardian of our way ; 
Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, 
Seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, 
Hear young children when they pray. 

2-22 
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7oR I came down from heaven, not to do Mine 
own will, but the will of Him that sent 
le. — -JoJm^ vi. t^^. 



"ilTHEN God the Father gave the word. 

Our blessed Lord to earth came down, 
Leaving His home where He was Lord, 
Putting aside His glorious crown. 

Not only that — He loved to come ; 
'Twas joy to do His Father's will : 
No sooner did the word go forth. 
That word He hastened to fulfil. 

Then, knowing this, must I not strive 

A different child henceforth to be. 

Quick to obey my parents' will, 

Whate'er that will requires of me ? 

D. M. T. 



%ulv 19. 



Oe ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children. — £p/i. v. i. 



/^HILDHOOD's years are passing o'er us, 

Youthful days will soon be done ; 
Cares and sorrows lie before us, 
Hidden dangers, snares unknown. 

O may He, who, meek and lowly, 
Trod Himself this vale of woe. 

Make us His and make us holy, 
Guard and guide us while we go. 

Hark ! it is the Saviour calling, 

* Little children, follow Me ;' 

Jesus, keep our feet from falling. 

Teach us all to follow Thee. 
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lulp 20. 



"lirHEN the chief priests and scribes saw the 
wonderful things that He did, and the 
children crying in the temple, and saying, 
Hosanna to the Son of David ! they were sore 
displeased. — Matt, xxi. 15. 



"VIJhen Jesus to the temple came, 

The voice of praise was heard ; 
The very children owned His claim, 
And in His train appeared. 

When some would fain rebuke their zeal, 
Thou, Lord, the thought didst check : 

If they were hardened, stones would feel ; 
If silent, stones would speak. 

O let these scenes be now renewed, 

When children lisp Thy praise : 

Tliou art as powerful and as good 

As in the former days. 
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31ulp2 



1. 



A ND Jesus saith unto them, Yea, have ye never 
read, Out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings Thou hast perfected praise? — Matt, xxi. i6. 



T T IS strength in weakness He displays, 

From youthful lips He perfects praise, 
And we. His little soldiers, stand 
Strong in the might of His right hand. 

Smile on us, Lord, and we will fear 

Nor scorn, nor shame, whilst Thou art near ; 

Reproach is glory, suffering rest 

If borne for Thee, if by Thee blest. 

Great Judge of all, in that dread day. 
When heaven and earth shall flee away, 
Before the universe confess 
Thy faint but faithful w\\.Tvesse?>. 



IWIP 22. 



A ND Jesus went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was subject unto them ; but 
His mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 
— Luke^ ii. 51. 

-4- 

'T^HE Son of God His glory hides 
With parents mean and poor ; 
And He who made the heavens abides 
In dwelling-place obscure. 

He whom the choirs of angels praise, 

Bearing each dread decree. 
His earthly parents now obeys 

In deep humility. 

For this Thy lowliness revealed, 

Jesu, we Thee adore ; 
And praise to God the ¥a\\vex ^\0A^ 

And Spirit evermore. 
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lul? 23. 



•$- 



A ND I heard the voice of many angels round 
about the throne . . . Saying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain. — 
Rev. V. II, 12. 



T WOULD be like an angel, 

And with the angels stand, 
A crown upon my forehead, 
A harp within my hand. 

Then, right before my Saviour, 
So glorious and so bright, 

rd wake the sweetest music. 
And praise Him day and night. 

I know Vvs\ weak and sinful, 

But Jesus will forgive ; 
For many little childrcw 
Have gone to heaveu \.o\wvi. 



gulp 24. 



T^HERE is no God else beside Me ; a just God 

and a Saviour; there is none beside Me. 

Look unto Me, and be ye saved. — Isa.xlv. 21,22. 



T OOK to Jesus ! yes I may ; 

He has fed me day by day, 
Kept me safe from every ill : 
Blessed Jesus ! keep me still. 

Look to Jesus ! yes I may, 
All my sin to take away ; 
See the cross whereon He died. 
Look to Jesus crucified. 

Look to Jesus ! yes I may ; 
Now to heaven He points the way: 
Let me there, when life is o'er, 
Look and love Him. evexY^ox^. 

%1^ 



auip 25. 



T17hfn my father and my mother forsake me, 
then the Lord will take me up. — Ps. 



xxvii. 10. 



I ♦ I 



'X'O God, who reigns above the sky, 

Our Father and our Friend, 
To Him let all our vows be paid. 
And all our prayers ascend. 

'Tis He who claims our youthful heart. 

He loves to hear us pray ; 
By night well think upon His love. 

And praise Him every day. 

With all the love a father feels. 

He pities and forgives ; 
And though our earthly parents die, 

Our heavenly Father lives. 

C. Wesley. 



3l«ip 26. 



«♦ t 



T WILL put a new spirit within you ; and I will 
take the stony heart out of their flesh, and 
will give them an heart of flesh. — Ezek. xi. 19. 



IVyT Y thoughts are vain, my heart is hard, 

My temper apt to rise ; 
And vvhen I seem upon my guard, 
It takes me by surprise. 

With pity, Lord, my prayer attend. 

My humble voice regard ; 
And thine own Holy Spirit send 

To melt a heart so hard. 

I feel there is no strength in me, 

To do that work alone ; 

But, Lord, I come and look to Thee, 

To change this heart of stone. 

Taylor. 

2:U 



9!«i? 27. 



T HAVE redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name ; thou art Mine. — Isa. xliii. i. 



/^HILDREN of God are we— 
Such grace to us is given, 
To kneel and pray in Christ's own words, 
* Father, who art in heaven/ 

Christ's little ones are we. 
And unto us are given 
Angelic guards, who ever see 
Our Father's face in heaven. 

To walk in folly now 

We may not, must not, dare. 

Mindful whose seal is on our brow, 

Whose holy Name we bear. 

Children's Hymns. 
20-2 



Mv 28. 



T Esus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two 
brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea : for they 
were fishers. And he saith unto them. Follow 
Me. — Maff. iv. 18, 19. 



f~^ HRIST the Lord is ever near 

Those who follow Him, 
But we cannot see Him here 

For our eyes are dim: 
Theie is a most happy place 
Where men always see His face. 

Who shall go to that fair land ? 

All who love the right ; 
Holy children there shall stand, 

In their robes of white : 
For that heaven, so bright and blest, 
Is our everlasting rest. 
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3"ip 29. 



A ND Jesus looked round about on them with 
anger, being grieved for the hardness of 
their hearts. — Mark^ iii. 5. 



I ♦ I 



A 1 rouLD you grieve this dearest Jesus, 

Children, though you are so small ? 
Every time that you are naughty. 
You do grieve the Lord of all. 

But your naughtiness you'll conquer. 
If you try with all your might ; 

Little children, Christ's own soldiers. 
You must learn His foes to fight. 

Learn to fight with angry tempers. 
With the wish to steal and lie ; 

With the thovghts of disobedience, 
Children, fight them manfiilh . 



lul? 30. 



Tesus arose, and rebuked the wind, and said 

unto the sea, Peace, be still! And the 

wind ceased, and there was a great calm. — 

Mark, iv. 39. 

•^ 

T ESUS, who bade the tempest cease, 

And calmed the raging sea. 
Can in my bosom whisper * Peace,' 
And say * Be still ! ' to me. 

My angry passions rise and s»vell, 

Just like the stormy wind ; 
And, Jesus, Thou alone canst quell, 

These tumults of the mind. 

Give me a spirit like Thine own, 

The spirit of the dove ; 
And melt this stubborn heart of stone 

By the soft flame of love. 



3I«lP 3T- 



nPHERE was not a word of all that Moses com- 
manded which Joshua read not before all 
the congregation of Israel, with the women and 
the little ones. — Josh, viii. 35. 



"D LESSED Bible ! book divine ! 

Let me ever read and learn ; . 
'Tis of truth the golden mine, 
Tis my highest, best concern. 

Shine upon the sacred page, 
Holy Spirit, while I read ; 

Open to my tender age. 
That I may be wise indeed. 

Thou wilt not a child despise ; 

Thou hast many children heard ; 
Thou canst make \.\\e "^vkv^V^ wvse : 

Lord, instruct me\i^ 'XVs nx^x^s.. 



august. 



'i^i 



a^prmnff l^raper. 



T WILL sing of Thy power ; yea, I will sing 
aloud of Thy mercy in the morning : . . . 
for God is my defence, and the God of my 
mercy. — Fs. lix. i6, 17. 



r^ OD of mercy and of love, 

Listen from Thy throne above, 
Whilst to Thee my voice I raise 
In a morning hymn of praise. 

Father, keep me all day long 
From all hurtful things and wrong ; 
Make me an obedient child, 
Make me loving, gentle, mild. 

Hark ! the birds are singing gay ; 
Let me sing as well as they, 
Praise to Him who reigns above. 
For His mercies ai\drV\?>\oMe. 



(t\}mins l&rapen 



^HE Lord bless thee, and keep thee; the Lord 
make His face shine upon thee, and be 
acioiis unto thee. — Num. vi. 24, 25. 



T7ATHER, merciful and mild, 

Listen to Thy Httle child : 
Bless me now, and put away 
All things wrong I've done to-day. 

Make me gentle, true, and good ; 
Make me love Thee as I should ; 
ATake me feel, by day and night, 
I am ever in Thy sight. 

Jesus was a little child ; 

Make me like Him, meek and mild. 

Heavenly Father ! hear my ^ra^ex^ 

Take Thy child intoTYv^ e^t<i. 

2^0 



Sinsu&t I. 



T ET the field be joyful, and all that is therein ; 
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the Lord. — J^s, xcvi. 12, 13. 



O EE the shining dew-drops 
On the flowers strewed, 
Proving as they sparkle, 
God is ever good. 

In the leafy tree-tops, 

Where no fears intrude, 
Merry birds are singing. 



God is ever good. 



American. 



"VXTake and join the chorus, 

Child with soul endued ; 
He whose smile is o'er us, 
God, our God, \s ^ood. 
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SLnsu&t 2. 



TTear Me now, therefore, O ye children, and 
depart not from the words of My mouth. 
— 1^07 f. V. 7. 



"D LEST Saviour ! let me be a child, 

A httle child of Thine ; 
Thou hast on infant spirits smiled, 
O kindly smile on mine. 

Make me a child in simple ways, 
In heart more simple still, 

Beheving all the Father says, 
And doing all His will. 

Give me a nature pure and true, 

My evil one control, 

And day by day by grace renew 

The childhood of rcv^' soxA. 

^41 
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Slnsu0t 3. 



A ND Jesus said . . . She hath done what she 
could. — Mark^ xiv. 6-8. 



r\ WHAT can little hands do 

To please the King of heaven ? 
The little hands some work may try 
To help the poor in misery, — 
Such grace to mine be given ! 

O what can little hps do 

To please the King of heaven ? 
The little lips can praise and pray, 
And gentle words of kindness say, — 
Such grace to mine be given ! 

O what can little hearts do 

To please the King of heaven ? 
Young hearts, if God His Spirit send, 
Can love and trust their Saviour-Fricnd,- 
S\xc\i grace to mmebe. ^^\\t^\ 



jauffujst 4. 



Ue shall feed His flock like a Shepherd ; He 
shall gather the lambs with His arm, and 
carry them in His bosom. — Isa, xl. 11. 



-!• 



r^ RACious Saviour, gentle Shepherd, 

Little ones are dear to Thee ; 
Gathered with Thine arms, and carried 

In Thy bosom may we be. 
Sweetly, fondly, safely tended, 

From all want and danger free. 

Tender Shepherd, never leave us 
From Thy fold to go astray ; 

By Thy look of love directed 
May we walk the narrow way ; 

Thus direct us, and proVeeV ws*. 
Keep us ever, n\gY\t ^.tvd ^^^ • 



SLiiSiifit 5. 



Dear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil 
the law of Christ. — Ga/. vi. 2. 



T>EAR ye one another's burdens ;' 

Whoever hears that word, 
Hath a commandment spoken straight 
Unto him by the Lord. 

And something that is helpful 

We each of us can do ; 
Not only men and women, 

But little children too. 

Begin with little labours. 

Fit for your little strength ; 

So grow in grace, until yc hear 

Your Lord's * Well done ! ' at length. 

2U 



jaufl;u0t 6. 



> ♦ I 



'T^HOU, God, seest me. — Gcii, xvi'.*i3. 



T 'm not too young for God to see, 

He knows my name and nature too ; 
And all day long He looks at me, . 
And sees my actions through and through. 

He listens to the words I say, 

And knows the thoughts I have within ; 
And, whether I'm at work or play. 

He's sure to see me if I sin. 



Then when I want to do amiss, 

However pleasant it may be, 

I'll always try to think of this, — 

I'm not too young for God to sec. 
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Vfbatsoevet ye 
« verily. 1 s^' " . TUfy natne, ri'^ 

Exactly -^^^ 
To pray i^ ^ieve 

, .itnple wants, 
^°'^t'Xl^-.eet indeed. 



SLnSix&t 8. 



thy seiYant [Obadiah], fear the Lord from 
my youth. — i Kings^ xviii. 12. 



f^ OD loves the child that humbly prays, 

And truly seeks His face ; 
That walks in all His holy ways, 
Depending on His grace. 

God loves the child whose earliest youth 

Is given to the Lord ; 
Who fears His name and speaks the truth, 

And trembles at His word. 

O heavenly Father ! shine on me. 

And all my heart unite 

To love, and serve, and honour Thee, • 

And make Thee my delight. 
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Siusa0t 9. 



P OD resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto 
the humble. — -Jam. iv. 6. 



-^ 



'X*HE bird that soars on highest wing 

Builds on the ground her lowly nest ; 
And she that doth most sweetly sing, 

Sings in the shade, where all things rest : 
In lark and nightingale we see 
What honour hath humility. 

When Mary ehose ' the better part,' 

She meekly sat at Jesu's feet ; 
And Lydia's gently-opened heart 

Was made for God's own temple meet : 
Fairest and best adorned is she 
Whose clothing is humility. 

2\H 



jauffu0t lo. 



4^ 



"D EMOVE from me the way of lying ; and grant 






me Thy law graciously. I have chosen 
the way of truth ; Thy judgments have I laid 
before me. — Fs. cxix. 29, 30. 



4- 



'X*o speak the truth is always right, 

And therefore always best : 
'Tis sinful in our Maker's sight 
To tell a lie in jest. 

Falsehood can never prosper long ; 

Its triumph soon is past : 
But truth, howe'er opposed, is strong. 

And will for ever last. 

There's One above doth all things know, 
Doth a strict reckoning keep : » 

God is not mocked ; and as we sow 
So shall we surely reap. 



jauffusft II. 



A ND thou, Solomon my son, know thou the 
God of thy father, and serve Him with a 
perfect heart, and with a willing mind. — i Chron, 
xxviii. 9. 



4- 



ppOR all the blessings God has given 

How grateful should I be ! 
How shall I show my love to Him 
Who shows such love for me ? 

My God ! I am a feeble child ; 

Oh ! teach me to obey. 
With humble fear to serve Thee here. 

To watch, and praise, and pray. 

My love is weak, my faith is dim. 

But grace I ask from Thee, 
That I may prove my love to Him 

Who loved and died for mc. 

A. L. O. E. 

2.")0 



•auffusft 12. 



« ♦ « 



^ATHER Me the people together, and I will 
make them hear My words, that they may 
am to fear Me . . . and that they may teach 
eir children. — Deut. iv. lo. 



'X*HIS is a precious Book, indeed! 

Happy the child that loves to read ! 
'Tis God's own Word, which He has given 
To show our souls the way to heaven. 

It tells us how the world was made, 
And how good men the Lord obeyed ; 

Here His commands are written, too, 
To teach us what we ought to do. 

But, what is more than all beside, 
The Bible tells us Jesus died ! 

This is its best, its chief intent — 
To lead poor sinners to repent. 



Taylor. 
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SLusa^t 13^ 



A SK, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. — AfaU. vii. 7. 



►I- 



'X*HOU art<gone up, O Lord, on high. 

And reignest on Thy throne ; 
And yet Thy help is just as nigh 
To those who are Thine own- 

And still Thy righteous eyes behold 

Each action, good or ill ; 
And us, the lambs of Thine own fold, 

Thou gently leadest still. 

And still Thy gracious Word is true. 
Which we will bear in mind, — 

* Ask, and it shall be given you ;' 
And ^ Seek, and ye shall find.' 



•auffusft 14. 



A ND the city [heaven] had no need of the sun, 
neither of the moon, to shine in it ; for the 
glory of the Lord did lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the light thereof. — Rev, xxi. 23. 



— .1^ — 



"VT o sun, no moon, no stars appear. 
And yet how strangely bright ! 
How soft the air ! the sky how clear ! 
For Jesus is the light. 

Bright angels there, with golden harps. 

Melodious anthems raise ; 
Ten thousand children sweetly sing 

The great Redeemer's praise. 

To Him my wandering feet shall come ; 

To Him a child may pray ; 
Lord, give Thy palace for my home,. 

Thy Word to guide my way. 

CONGREVE. 
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^uffusft 15. 



t ♦ » 



'pHE garden of the Lord. — Isa. li. 3. 

E is gone down into His garden, to the beds 
of spices, to feed in the gardens and to 
gather lilies. — Cant. vi. 2. 



/^HRIST has a garden here below. 

Where pleasant fruits and spices grow; 
The trees and flowers therein that stand 
Are planted by His gentle hand. 

Do any children long to be 

Planted and watered. Lord, by Thee? 
O let them hear Thy loving calls. 

And come within Thy garden walls. 

Such children are the tender plants 
Of whom the Lord supplies the wants ; 

The little, thirsty, drooping flowers 

On whom He pours His choicest showers. 



jauo;u0t 1 6. 



T TOOK them by the hand, to bring them out ot 
the land of Egypt. — -Jer, xxxi. 32. 



►$^ 



T N life's unclouded morning, 

When all is bright around, 
When fairest hopes are dawning, 

And joy's sweet flower abound, 
I press the greensward lightly 

Along my pilgrim way, 
Clasping the Hand so tightly 

Which leads me day by day. 

Lord Jesus, never leave me ; 

Preserve me by Thy love ; 
And at the last receive me 

To Thy sweet home above. 

Children's Friend, 1867. 
2o.j 
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SLuSii0t 17. 



»♦■ 



Ctand up, and bless the Lord your God for 
ever and ever ; and blessed be Thy glorious 
name, which is exalted above all blessing and 
praise. — JVe^. ix. 5. 



t-»t 



TT ow glorious is our heavenly King, 
Who reigns above the sky ! 

How shall a child presume to sing 
His dreadful majesty? 

How great His power is, none can tell, 
Nor think how large His grace ; 

Not men below, nor saints that dwell 
On high before His face. 

Yet I may raise my feeble strain. 
And my first offerings bring ; 

The eternal God will not disdain 
To hear an infant sing. 



Dr. Watts. 
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jauffusit 1 8. 



)eter was sleeping between two soldiers, 
bound with two chains. . . . And, behold, 
e angel of the Lord came upon him, and a 
;ht shined in the prison. — Acts, xii. 6, 7. 



T T EROD the king had fixed a day 

To take St. Peter's life away : 
The very night before, he slept 

Bound with two chains, and safely kept ; * 

There came an angel down by night, 
And all at once the prison was bright ; 

He burst the gates, he broke the chain, 
And wicked Herod's care was vain. 

Lord, give Thy angels every day 

Command to guide us on our way ; 

And bid them every evening keep 

Their watch around us while we sleep. 

2r)7 ^ 



iaugust 19. 



A ND Samuel grew, and the Lord was with 
him. — I Sam. iii. 19. 



T ORD, look upon a little child. 

By nature sinful, rude, and wild ; 
O put Thy gracious hands on me, 
And make me all I ought to be. 

Make me Thy child — a child of God — 
Washed in my Saviour's precious blood, 

And my whole heart from sin set free — 
A little vessel full of Thee. 



O Jesus, take me to Thy breast, 

And bless me, that I may be blest ; 

Both when I wake and when I sleep 

Thy little lamb in safety keep. 
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auffusft 20. 



Fhe Lord is in His holy temple, the Lord's 
throne is in heaven : His eyes behold, His 
yelids try, the children of men. — Ps, xi. 4. 



T7 ILL our hearts with thoughts of Jesus, 
And of heaven, where He is gone; 
And let nothing ever please us 
He would grieve to look upon. 

For we know the Lord of glory 
Always sees what children do, 

And is writing now the story 
Of our thoughts and actions too. 

Let our sins be all forgiven. 

Make us fear whate'er is wrong; 

Lead us on our way to heaven. 

There to sing a nobler song. 

25y 



jaugudt 21. 



KT US lift Up our heart with our hands iint 
God in the heavens. — Lam. iiL 41. 



— «(. 



T ORD, teach Thy little child to pray ; 

"^ (;ivc mc the words I ought to say : 
For I am young, and very weak. 
And know not how I ought to speak. 

My little prayers I've often said 

With eyelids closed and bowed head ; 

Hut, oh, Tm very much afraid 

That with my heart I've never prayed ! 

But now, O God, be pleased to take 
Away this heart, for Jesu's sake ; 

Oh, i^ivc mc one that loves to pray, 
And read the liible every clay. 



aiUffUSt 22. 



i ND now, little children, abide in Him. — 
I Jb/if/y ii. 28. 



'X* HOU Guardian of our youthful days, 

To Thee our prayers ascend ; 
To Thee well tune our song of praise, 
Jesus, the children's Friend. 

Teach us to prize Thy holy Word, 

And to its truths attend ; 
Thus shall we learn to fear the Lord, 

And love the children's Friend. 

O may we feel a Saviour's love ! 

To Him our souls commend. 

Who left His glorious throne above, 

To be the children's Friend. 
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jauffusft 23. 



And when He was come into Jerusalem 
the city was moved, saying, Who is th 
And the multitude said, This is Jesus, 
Prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. — Matt, : 



10, IT. 






"IITho is this Jesus'/ Why should He 

The city move so mightily 1 
A passing stranger, has He skill 
To charm the multitude at will ? 
Again the stirring notes reply, 

* Jesus of Nazareth passeth by !' 

E'en children feel the potent spell, 
And haste their new-found joy to tell ; 
In crowds they to the place repair 
Where Christians daily bow in prayer : 
Ilosannas mingle with the cry, 

* Jesus of Nazareth passeth by I' 



SiuSii^t 24. 



A RE not five sparrows sold for two farthings ? 
and not one of them is forgotten before 
God. . . . Fear not, therefore ; ye are of more 
value than many sparrows. — Zuke, xii. 6, 7. 



f^ CD feeds each little bird 

That twitters on the tree : 
Why should I doubt the word 
That says He will feed me? 

He even feeds the sparrows, 
And He knoweth when they die : 

He knows my little sorrows, 
And He hears me when I cry. 

Then I will love Thee, Jesus, 
And will trust for all to Thee ; 

And one day Thou wilt bring me 

Where I Thy face shall see. 

F. E. G. 
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»)eptember 19. 



P R EATER love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends.— 
John^ XV. 13. 



\ 



T T OW kind is Jesus ! oh, how good ! 

It was for me He shed His blood ; 
For children's sake He was reviled, 
And still He loves each little child. 

To me may Jesus now impart, 
Although so young, a gracious heart. 
Alas ! Tm oft by sin defiled, 
Yet Jesus loves the little child. 

And I love Him, for He loves me. 
And hope His faithful child to be ; 
The * sinner's friend' He's justly styled, 
And Jesus loves the little child. 

L. Richmond. 
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SLususit 26. 



^HE Lord passed by ... . and proclaimed. 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
ous, long-suftering, and abundant in good^ness 
id truth. — Exod. xxxiv. 6. 



-^ 



r^ OD is love, my little child, 

Tender, merciful, and mild ; 
H e your gracious Father is — 
Wills your perfect happiness. 

God is holy, just, and good. 
Clothes you daily, gives you food ; 
Health and life His hand bestows; 
All your little wants He knows. 

He your every need supplies. 
Knows your sorrows, hears your cries; 
From His beauteous home above 
Smiles upon your life in love. 

Children s Friend, 1866. 



»)cptcmbcc 21. 



^l]^HAT doth the Lord thy God require of the 
but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk 
all His ways, and to love Him? — DettU x. 12. 



"IIThat am I ? Let me try to think. 

The work of God am I : 
Not merely bom to eat and drink, 
And, like the beasts, to die. 

God made me for a higher end. 
And happier far than they, — 

To know and love Him as my Friend, 
And all His will obey. 

My soul can never, never die, 
But may, through Jes'us' grace. 

For ever live with God on high, 
And see Him face to face. 



augu0t 28. 



U E giveth grace unto the lowly. 
Prov, iii. 34. 



T^AY by day the little daisy 

Looks up with its yellow eye ; 
Never murmurs, never wishes 
It were hanging up on high. 

God has given to each his station ; 

Some have riches and high place, 
Some have lowly homes and labour — 

All may have His precious grace. 

And God loveth all His children, 

Rich and poor, and high and low ; 

And they all shall meet in heaven 

Who have served Him here below. 

t>C7 



feCpttlltlJEl- 23. 



A ND Noah went in 
and his sons' i 



md his 



because of the waters of the flood. . 
Lord shut him in. — Ge?i. vii. 7, 16. 



"X^THiiiN the overwhelming floi 
Came upon a world of si 
Noah made an ark of wood ; 
God was pleased to shut him 

Only love and fear the Lord, 

Lift your heart n 
Rest upon your Saviour's word, 

God will for His children car 

All who are, like Noah, His, 
God will safe to glory raise ; 

There lo dwell where Jesus is. 
See His face and sing His pr 






e<&ee 



%>eptemt)er. 
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September 25. 



'T^HE young lions do lack and suffer hunger; 
but they that seek the Lord shall not want 
any good thing.— /!f. xxxiv. lo. 



'V'OUNG lions may with hunger roar, 

And faint, and fall, and die. 
And men as savage may no more 
Obtain their wished supply ; 

But God His gentle children feeds 
With sweet and pleasant food, 

And each shall have whatever he needs 
Of every kind, if good. 

Then let us kneel to Him and pray, 

As all His children do. 
And love and bless Him every day, 

And try to serve Him too. 

D. A. T. 



(t\}tn\ns ?&taj?n 



Prom this day will I bless you. 
Hag. ii. 19. 



» ♦ »- 



f^ RACIOUS Saviour, bend Thine ear, 

While now Thy little one draws near, 
And, bowing low before Thy throne. 
Thy tender love and care would own. 

This day that loving, watchful care, 
Has kept me safe from every snare. 
And brought me, now the day has fled. 
In health and peace to seek my bed. 

Forgive me, Jesus, now I plead. 
My sins this day of word and deed : 
Oh, wilt Thou now Thy blessing give. 
And let me in Thy favour live ? 

Children'' s Friend, 1 866. 



September 27. 



■»♦ » 



T ORD, I cry unto Thee : make haste* unto me ; 

give ear unto my voice when I cry unto 

Thee. . . . Set a watch, O Lord, before my 

mouth ; keep the door of my lips. — Ps, cxli. 1-3. 



T/' IND Shepherd, hear me when I pray, 
And watch and guard me through the 
day; 
Help me to do Thy holy will, 
And all my duties to fulfill. 

Teach me, as day by day I grow, 
More of Thy Holy Word to know ; 
To love it as the way of life 
That guides us through our earthly strife. 

And let me never speak a word 

That by my Lord should not be heard : 

Thy little lamb I long to be, 

For Thou hast shown such love to nic. 

H. F. Cr. 



»)eptembef 2. 



T OVEST thou Me? — JoHn^ xxi. 17. 



T OVEST thou Me ? ' 'Tis Jesus speaks, 

Jesus, the Son of God ! 
Who lived a little child for me, 
Who shed for me His blood. 

Oh, I must love Thee, for Thou art 

So very good to me ! 
I want to love with all my heart, 

I want Thy child to be. 

Then, gentle Saviour, give Thy grace, 

Teach me to follow Thee, 
Until in heaven I see Thy face, 

Because * Thou lovest me.' 

27 5 



September 3. 



T AM poor and needy; yet the Lord thinl 
upon me. — Ps, xl. 17. 



-H* 



T^OES God stoop down to hear 

What httle children say ? 
Will He incline His ear 
To listen when I pray ? 

How happy should I feel ! 

How thankful should I be! 
Oh ! let me humbly kneel 

To God, who thinks of me. 

Let me His pardon seek, 
Let mc His grace implore. 

With joy His praises speak, 
And love W\m e\exrac^x<i. 



September 4. 



IE fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and 
ruction. — Prov. i. 7. 



T_T ow sweet it is in early youth 

To tread the sacred paths of truth ; 
From sin's deceitful snares to run, 
And find a heaven on earth begun ! 

Forbid it. Lord, that we should stray 
Far distant from Thy holy way ; 
Or so deceived and thoughtless be 
To love our pleasure more than Thee. 

Though fools may make a mock at sin, 
O teach us wisely to begin 
To seek the safe and narrow road 
That Jcads to happiness aivd Oo^. 

277 



»)cpttmbcf 5. 



Tf I go and prepare a place for you, 
come again and receive you unto A^ 
that where I am, there ye may be also.— 

xiv. 3. 

— -^- — 

T T ERE we suffer grief and pain. 
Here we meet to part again ; 

In heaven we part no more. 
Oh, how happy we shall be ! 
For our Saviour we shall see 

Exalted on His throne. 

Little children will be there. 

Who have sought the Lord by prayer, 

And loved His will to do. 

Brothers and sisters will meet above, 

And our parents whom we love 

Will meet to part no more. 

J. Bll 



feeptemlicr 6. 



ow, therefore, hearken unto Me, O ye child- 
ren; for blessed are they that keep My 
r^.— Prov. viii. 32. 



r\ H, what praises shall we render 

To the Lord who reigns above, 
For His mercies, constant, tender. 
For His condescending love? 

Heavenly Father, Thou hast taught us 
Thus to seek Thee in our .youth ; 

Hitherto Thy grace hath brought us. 
Lead us onward in Thy truth. 

Oh, our Father, great and glorious ! 

Draw our youthful hearts to Thee ; 
Let Thy grace be there victorious, 

Let Thy love our portion be. 

J. Burton, Jun. 
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»)eptember 7- 



Olessed are the poor in spirit ; for th( 
kingdom of heaven. — Matt, v. ; 



TV/Take me, Lord, a holy child, 
Lowly, teachable, and mil 
In my words and looks to be 
Childlike in humility. 

They who now sit lowest here, 
When the Master shall appear, 
He shall bid them higher rise. 
And be highest in the skies. 




They are most like in the sky 
To the Son of God most high ; 
For He deigned on earth to be 
Childlike in humility. 



September 8. 



« ♦ » 



r) LESS ED are they that mourn ; for they s 
be comforted. — Matt, v. 4. 



r^ HILD of sorrow ! dry thy tears ; 

Jesus speaks to calm thy fears : 
1 will give thee soft repose, 
Peace which like a river flows ; 
Come with all thy sins confest, 
Come and shelter on My breast. 

Jesus ! Saviour ! lovely Lamb ! 

Call me, take me as I am ; 

Lo, I listen to Thy voice, 

Be this day my earnest choice : 

Thou art still the children's rest, 

Bid me shelter on Thy breast. 

281 



iaDctolier i. 



Cerve the Lord with gladness; come befpri 






His presence with singing. — Ps, c. 2. 



T ESUS, that condescending King, 

Is pleased to hear when children' sing, 
And while our feeble voices rise 
Will not our humble prayer despise. 

We know there's nothing good in us 
To tempt Thee to befriend us thus ; 
We cannot think a single thought. 
Nor even thank Thee as we ought. 

Yet, Lord, we humbly venture nigh. 

Because Thou camest down to die ; 

And this is all the plea we make — 

O save us for Thy mercy's sake I ' 

30H 



flDctDbec 2. 



T ET US not be weary in v ell-doing ; for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not. — 
Gal. vi. 9. 

•!- 

T MAY, if I have but a mind, 
Do good in many ways ; 
Plenty to do the young may find, 

In these our busy days. 
Sad would it be, though young and small. 
If I were of no use at all. 



One gentle word that I may speak. 

Or one kind, loving deed. 
May, though a trifle poor and weak, 

Prove like a tiny seed ; 
And who can tell what good may spring 
From such a very little thing ? 



fi>cto6tr 



■^ 



\ XD Abraham .... looked, and behold 
hind him a ram caught in a thicket b 
horns; and Abraham went and took the 
and offered him up for a bumt-offering ir 
stead of his son. — Gen. xxii. 13. 



\ 



T SAAC was spared, but Christ has died — 
The Lamb God did Himself provide, 

On whom our sins were laid. 
His only Son He did not spare 
When on the cross He hung, and there 

Our mighty debt He paid. 

Oh, may we love and trust the Lord, 
And do His will and keep His word, 

And we shall surely find 
The God of Abraham our Friend, 
Who is, and will be to the end, 

A Friend for ever kind. 



^mbtv 4. 



HOSE adorning ... let it be .. . the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is 
le sight of God of great price.— i Pef, iii. 3, 4. 



T ORD, if Thou Thy grace impart, 
Poor in spirit, meek in heart, 
I shall as my Saviour be. 
Clothed with humility. 

Simple, teachable, and mild. 
Make me Thine own little child ; 
Pleased with all Thy will provides, 
Having no desire besides. 

Father, fix my soul on Thee ; 

Every evil let me flee ; 

Nothing want beneath, above; 

Happy in Thy care and love. 

811 
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flDctPber 5. 




n^HE patriarchs, moved with envy, sold 
into Egyjjt ; but God was with 
Acts, vii. 9. 

o 

Air HEN my father cannot see me, 
When my mother is not by, 
When there's no one standing near m 
God is looking from on high. 

God, my heavenly Father, sees me ; 

God sees even every thought ; 
And He knows when little children 

Do not live as children ought. 

Then I must not ever fancy, 

When I am alone, that I 
Am not seen or heard, for always 

God is near me, God is by. 



S)ttobtt 6. 



T OOKING unto Jesus. — Helf. xii. 2. 






T OOK up/ my child, and read the love 

Of Him who dwells enthroned m light ; 
Who bids thee lift thy thoughts above 
The things of earth, of sense, and sight. 

* Look back,' my child, to that sad day, 

When Jesus groaned upon the tree. 
And gave His life to death a prey 

For thee, my child ; my child, for thee ! 

* Look forward ' to that happy hour, 

When He shall come with all His own ; 

Shall come in glory, light, and power. 

And scat thee near Him on His throne. 

Cottage Bread, 
:n:J 



jDctobec 7. 



\Tv. liave received the Spirit of adoption, where- 
l)y we cr}', Abba, Father. — Rom. \nii. 15. 



T7 ATHER in heaven I Thy will be done ! 

O may I call Thee mine ! 
Have mercy on a little one. 
And make me truly Thine. 

Thou wilt not on an infant frown 

Who humbly tries to pray, 
But send Thy Holy Spirit down 

To show my soul the way. 

Lord, help me, teach me, more and more. 

And make me grow in grace. 
Till 1 am fit to stand before 

The glory of Thy face. 

Hymns for Little Childreji, 
Mil 



iaDctobei* 8. 



r^HRiST also hath loved us, and hath given 
Himself for us. — Eph, v. 2. 



/'^hrist'S love gives all I have on earth, 

His love gives all I see ; 
But most of all, in His sweet love, 
He gave Himself for me. 

So, when both night and morning, 

I pray to God in heaven, 
And thank Him for the blessings 

That He to me has given ; 

ril say, * For these I bless Thee, 

Lord Jesus, God above : 

But most of all I thank Thee, 

Lord Jesus, for Thy love.' 

015 



flDctPbec 9. 



And He came and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth ;. that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called 
a Nazarene. — Matt, ii. 23. 



►*•- — 



r\ HOLY Lord, content to dwell 

In a poor home, a lowly child. 
In meek obedience noting well 
Each bidding of Thy mother mild. 

Lead every child that bears Thy name 
To walk in Thy pure, upright way ; 

To dread the touch of sin and shame, 
And humbly, like Thyself, obey. 

(jather Thy lambs within Thine arm, 
And gently in Thy bosom bear ; 

Keep them, O Lord, from hurt and harm. 
And bid them rest for ever there. 



iSDctabei* lo. 



M the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, 
and am known of Mine. — John^ x. 14. 



C EElNG 1 am Jesu's lamb. 

Ever glad at heart 1 am 
O'er my Shepherd, kind and good, 
Who provides me daily food. 
And His lamb by name doth call. 
For He knows and loves us all. 

Must I not rejoice for this ? 

He is mine and I am His ; 

And when these bright days are past, 

Safely in His arms at last. 

He will bear me home to heaven : 

Oh, what joy hath Jesus given ! 



flDctpficr 1 1 . 



HThine eyes shall see the King in His beauty; 
they shall behold the land that is very far 
oi^.-^Isa. xxxiii. 17. 



'T^HKRE is a happy land, 

Far, far away. 
Where saints in glory stand, 
Bright, bright as day. . 

Oh, we shall happy be. 

Lord, when wc live with Thee, 
From sin and sorrow free. 

Blest, blest for aye. 

Then shall we joyful sing. 

Till heaven's high arches ring, 

(Uory to Christ our King, 
Through endless day. 



flDctober 12. 



Tn that night did God appear unto Solomon, 
and said unto him, Ask what I shall give thee. 
And Solomon said unto God . . . Give me now 
wisdom and knowledge. — 2 Chron. i. 7, 8, 10. 



«-»i 



T7' ING Solomon of old 

A happy choice had made : 
'Twas not for life, 'twas not for gold, 
Nor honour, that he prayed. 

He chose that better part 

That leads to heavenly joys — 

A wise and understanding heart ; 
And God approved the choice. 

If this is what we seek. 

We cannot ask amiss ; 

The youngest, poorest child may speak. 

And ask the Lord for Ihis. 

Taylor. 



iCctober .i 3. 



TJezekiah trusted in the Lord God of Is 
... He clave to the I^ord, and depj 
not from following Him; . . . and the ] 
was with him. — 2 Ki/igs, xviii. 5-7. 



-»<♦-• — 



TJ APPY they who fondly cling 

To the gentle Saviour's love, 
Who can trust in every thing 
To His will who reigns above. 

Grace to conquer He'll impart 
To His humble, waiting child ; 

Blot out sin, and heal the smart. 
Clothe in garments undefiled. 

Trustingly I then will cling 

To my gracious Saviour's love ; 

Serve Him here, then rise and sing, 
Near Him in my home above. 



flDctPbec 14. 



irHATSOEVER ye shall ask in My name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
I the Son. If ye shall ask anything in My 
ame, I will do it. — John^ xiv. 13, 14. 



TVyT Y Father, when I come to Thee, 

I would not only bend the knee, 
But with my spirit seek Thy face, 
With my whole heart desire Thy grace. 

I plead the name of Thy dear Son, 
All He has said, all He has done ; 
O may I feel His love to me, 
Who died from sin to set me free. 

My Saviour, guide me with Thine eye ; 
My sins forgive, my wants supply ; 
With favour crown my youthful days, 
And my whole life shall speak Thy praise. 

3>1 V 



flDrtober 15. 



'T^HiNE ears shall hear a word behind t 
saying, This is the way, walk ye in 
when ye turn to the right hand, and whei 
turn to the left — Isa. xxx. 21. 



nPHERE is a path that leads to God, 

All others go astray ; 
Narrow but pleasant is the road. 
And Christians love this way. 

How shall an infant pilgrim dare 
This dangerous path to tread ? 

For on the way is many a snare 
For youthful travellers spread. 

Then, lest my feeble steps should slic 

Or wander from the way. 
Lord, condescend to be my guide. 

And I sliall never stray. 



jDcrober i6. 



1^ » 



pALEB the son of Jephunneh . . . and Joshua 

the son of Nun ; they have wholly followed 
the Lord. — Num, xxxii. 12. 



C\ FOLLOW the Saviour, so gracious and kind, 

His yoke will be easy and light ; 
No master so gentle as Jesus you'll find, 
Then follow the Saviour aright. 

Learn of Him, for He giveth His chosen ones rest ; 

And none are so happy as they, 
Who, leaning on Jesus, find pleasure and peace, 

And seek His commands to obey. 

'Tis pleasant to walk in the steps that He trod 

When He was a stranger below : 
No friend is like Jesus; His staff and His rod 

Will strengthen and guide as you go. 



S)mbtr: 17. 



I • ■ 



V| ANASSEH was twclvc yeoTs old when he began 
to reign . . . but did that which was evil 
in the sight of the I^rd. And the Lord spake 
to Manasseh and to his people, hut they would 
not hearken. — 2 Chron, xxxiii. 1, 2, 10. 



A WATCHFUL eye looks from above ; 
"^^ God marks, and grieves to see 
When lightly you esteem His love. 
Nor care His child to be. 

You think, perhaps, 'twill make you glad 

To have your foolish way. 
And little know how very sad 

It is to disobey. 

But would you taste unfailing joy, 
And from each sorrow cease, 

God's love will all your wants supply — 
His ways alone are peace. 

Hymns for Infant Scho 



€)ctobei: i8. 



J yiNG lips are an abomination to the Lord ; 
but they that deal truly are His delight. — 






Prov, xii. 22. 



4— 



r^QT> gave my tongue to speak His praise, 
And the sweet sounds of joy to raise 

For all His gifts so free : 
Then to speak good to all I know, 
And the Lord's love and praise to show, 

Whilst He grants life to me, 



Lord, let the lip of truth be mine ; 

'Tis what Thou lov'st — the gift is Thine ; 

Put each false speech away : 

One single word that harm may do, 

That is not meek, and kind, and true, 

Grant I may never say. 

325 



flDctobei* 19. 



-*- 



And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of man 

be lifted up ; that whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have eternal \\fe.—John^ 

iii. 14, 15. 



A s when the Hebrew prophet raised 

The brazen serpent high. 
The wounded looked, and straight were cured- 
The people ceased to die. 

So from the Saviour on the cross 

A healing virtue flows ; 
Who looks to Him with lively faith 

I s saved from endless woes. 

For God gave up His Son to death. 

So wondrous was His love, 
'i'hat all the faithful m\^ht enjoy 
Eternal life above. 



flDctobei* 20. 



-*- 



nPHE Lord thy God, He it is that doth go with 
thee : He will not fail thee, nor forsake 



thee. — Deut. xxxi. 6. 



T CRD, Thy children guide and keep. 

As with feeble steps they press 
On the pathway, rough and steep, 
Through this weary wilderness. 
Holy Jesu, day by day 
Lead us in the narrow way. 

There are stony ways to tread ; 

Give the strength we sorely lack : 

There are tangled paths to thread ; 

Light us lest we miss the track. 

Holy Jesu, day by day 

Lead us in the narrow way. 

Children's Hymns. 
.•127 



iDctnbtt 21. 



T^His people draweth nigh unto !Me with theii 
mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips: 
but their heart is far from Me. — AfaU. xv. 8. 



•I- 



T OFTEX say my prayers ; 
But do I ever pray? 
And do the wishes of my heart 
Go with the words I say? 

For words; without the heart 
The Lord will never hear ; 
Nor will He to those lips attend 
Whose prayers are not sincere. 

Lord, teach me what I want, 
And teach me how to pray ; 
Nor let me ask Thee for Thy grace, 
Not feeling what 1 say. 

J. BuR-J 



jaDctDbec 2 2. 



A ND the Lord said unto Ananias, Arise, and 

go into the street which is called Straight, 

and inquire in the house of Judas for one called 

Saul of Tarsus ; for, behold, he prayeth. — 

Acts, ix. II. 



►I- 



"np IS a solemn thing to pray ; 

'Tis to speak to Him who made us ; 
Who upholds us every day. 
And alone can bless and aid us. 

Jesus, I would kneel before Thee, 
When no eye can see but Thine ; 

Thou wilt hear a child implore Thee ; 
Oh, accept this prayer of mine ! 

Let mc love Thee, let me fear Thee, 

Let me follow in Thy way ; 
Let me keep for ever near Thee : 

Guide me. Saviour, lest I stray. 

:32!) 
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jaDctDbec 23, 



A ND ye shall seek Me and find Me, when ye 
shall search for Me with all your heart 
And I will be found of you, saith the Lord. — 
Jer, xxix. 13, 14. 



/^H, happy they who early seek, 

And, seeking early, surely find ; 
Who, like young Samuel, hear Thee speak. 
And hearken with a willing mind. 

Pleasant the thought to serve Thee thus. 
From early youth to latest age ; 

Almighty Saviour, strengthen us 
In this sweet service to engage. 

Better by far than earthly store. 
Better than health, or beauty fair ; 

Better than treasures ten times o'er, 
The blebsin[( of the Lord to share. 



flDcrobei* 24 



R Thy name^s sake lead me and guide me. 
— Fs» xxxi. 3. 



T AM but young; be Thou my Guide, 

My Father, and my Friend ; 
In the young morning of my days 
My prayers to Thee ascend. 

I am but young, but prone to sin, 

And daily go astray ; 
Direct my youthful feet to tread 

The straight and narrow way. 

I am but young, but I may die, 

For many young depart : 
Dear Saviour, now create me Thine 

In spirit and in heart. 

J. K. Pelly. 



iSDctobei* 25. 



nPHE Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in My name. 
He shall teach you all things.— y^^«, xiv. 26. 



/^UR blest Redeemer, ere he breathed 

His tender, last farewell, 
A Guide, a Comforter, bequeathed 
With us to dwell. 

And His that gentle voice we hear, 

That tells of sin forgiven. 
That checks each fault, that calms each fear. 
And speaks of heaven. 

Spirit of purity and grace. 

Our weakness pitying see; 
O make our hearts Thy dwelling-place, 
And meet for T\\ee. 



iaDctober 26. 



nPHEN shalt thou call, and the Lord shall 
answer ; thou shalt cry, and He shall say, 
Here I am. — Isa, Iviii. 9. 



/^ Father, we are very weak. 

And need Thy constant care ; 
And therefore we have come to speak 
To Thee in humble prayer. 

Though young, our sins are very great ; 

Forgive them, we implore, 
For Jesu's sake, and make us hate 

Them daily more and more. 

And as we grow in years, bestow 
Yet more and more of grace : 

And ever to Thy children show 
A loving Father's face. 



a^.TOliEir 27. 



Dv this shall all men know that ye 
disciples, if ye have love one to ; 



QUARREL not, but love each Othc 
And be ready to forgive; 
Let each, sifter and each brother 
Seek in love and peace to love. 

Not in word or longue love merely. 
But indeed with heart and mind ; 

Show you love them truly, dearly, 
Botli j n word and act be kind. 



God i; 



ivc, and He has told yoi 



the:. He ivill His children call y 
And will bless you from nbo\'c. 



iaDctDbei: 28. 



A s obedient children .... as He which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation. — i Pet, i. 14, 15. 



r^ HRIST is kind and gentle, 
Christ is pure and true : 
And His little children . 
Must be holy too. 

Do no sinful action, 

Speak no angry word ; 
Ye belong to Jesus, 

Children of the Lord. 

Christ is your own Master, 

He is good and true, 
And His little children 
M ust be holy too. 

Mrs. Alexander. 
3:15 



iSDctobei: 29. 



Cearch the Scriptures.— ^<7////, v. 39. 






I ♦ I 



r^ REAT God, with wonder and with praise 

On all Thy works I look ; 
But still Thy wisdom, power, and grace, 
Shine brightest in Thy Book. 

Here we are taught how Christ has died 

To save from death and hell ; 
Not all the books on earth beside 

Such heavenly wonders tell. 

Then let us love our Bibles more, 

And take a fresh delight, 
By day to read these wonders o'er. 

And meditate by night. 

Watts. 



iSDctobet* .^o. 



WISE son maketh a glad father ; but a 
foolish son is the heaviness of his mother. 



TOV. X. I. 



/^^AN such a little one as I 

Father and mother gladden? 
Yes, when they see I really try 
To do as I am bidden. 

I know it grieves them veiy much 

Whene'er I disobey; 
Oh ! I will try with all my might 

To please them every day. 

And teach me, Lord, in wisdom's way 

Early to take delight ; 
And let my efforts to obey 

lie pleasing in Thy sight. 



:j:]7 



L. A. M. 



2)ctober 31. 



T X him there is found some good thing to 
the Lord God of Israel. And . . . . 
child died, and they buried him ; and all I 
mourned for him [Abijah, the son of Jerobc 
— I Kings^ xiv. 13, 17, 18. 




T X Jeroboam's wicked court. 

Where men God's name reviled, 
One sought the Lord with all his heart — 
The king's own little child. 

And God who gave Abijah grace 
To choose ' that better part,* 

He speaks to me, * Seek thou My face ; 
My son, give Me thy heart.' 

Let * some good thing ' be found in me ; 

Give me Thy early grace ; 
And like that Hebrew boy let me 

In heaven behold Thy face. 

L. A 
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nPHOU art a God ready to pardon ; g 
and merciful, slow to anger, and c 
kindness. — JVeA. ix. 17. 



T OVING Father, put away 

All things wrong I've done to-day 
Make me gentle, true, and good. 
Make me love Thee as I should. 

Make me feel by day and night 

I am ever in Thy sight ; 

Jesus was a little child — 

Make me like Him, meek and mild. 

Heavenly Father, hear my prayer. 
Take me now into Thy care. 
Father, merciful and mild, 
Listen to Thy little child. 



i^otjember i. 



Oeloved of God, called to be saints : grace 
you and peace, from God our Father a 
the Lord Jesus Christ. — Rom. i. 7. 



T^HE saints of God are holy men. 

And women good, and children dea 
All those who ever loved the Lord, 
Who live in faith and fear. 

Great numbers are they of all states, 
And born in every place and land, 

Who never saw each other's face. 
Nor touched each other's hand. 

But they are all made one in Christ ; 

They love each other tenderly. 
The old and young, the rich and poor, 

Of that great company. 

Mrs. Alexander. 



iPotember 2. 



)VE as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous : not 
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing ; 
contrariwise, blessing. — i Pet, iii. 8, 9. 



JESUS, Lord, we look to Thee, 
Let us in Thy name agree ; 
Show Thyself the Prince of Peace, 
Bid all strife for ever cease. 

Make us of one heart and mind. 
Courteous, pitiful, and kind. 
Loving, meek, in thought and word 
Altogether like our Lord. 

Let us each for other care. 
Each the other's burden bear ; 
To the world the pattern give, 
Show how Christian children live. 

Rev. C. Wesley. 



iPotjember 3. 



TTearken unto Me now, therefore, O ye child- 
ren, and attend to the words of My mouth. 
— Prov. vii. 24. 



\ 



T T APPY the child whose youngest years 

Receive instruction well, 
Who hates the sinner s path, and fears 
The road that leads to hell. 

When we devote our youth to God, 

'Tis pleasing in His eyes : 
A flower, when offered in the bud. 

Is no vain sacrifice. 

To Thee, Almighty God, to Thee 

Our childhood we resign ; 
'Twill please us to look back and see 

That our whole lives were Thine. 

Dr. Watts. 

JU4 



ipotjcm&ei* 4. 



y ND Jesus came to Nazareth, where He had 
been brought up. — Luke^ iv. i6. 



A T Nazareth in olden time 

A peasant's cottage stood, 
Where Joseph, the poor carpenter. 
Toiled for his daily food. 

An humble virgin lived with him. 

Beneath that lowly shed. 
And there her Son, our Saviour Christ, 

In poverty was bred. 

He had no glory here on earth, 

No riches and no state ; 
His Christian children must not care 

For being rich or great. 

Mrs. Alexander. 
34r) 



iPotenibef 5. 



TosiAH was eight years old when he began 
•^ reign .... And he did that which was rig 
in the sight of the Lord. — 2 Chron, xxxiv. i, 



^ 



Q AVIOUR, while my heart is tender, 

I would yield that heart to Thee ; 
All my powers to Thee surrender, 
Thine, and only Thine, to be. 

Take me now, Lord Jesus, take me. 
Let my youthful heart be Thine : 

Thy devoted servant make me. 
Fill my soul with love divine. 

J. Burton. 



HPeach me, dear Saviour, some return 

Of lowly service for Thy love ; 
Such as a thankful child may learn. 
Such as Thy Spirit shall approve. 

J. H. TOMALIN. 



iPotembef 6. 



"llfHEN I consider Thy heavens, the work of 
Thy fingers ; the moon and the stars 
which Thou hast ordained. — Ps, viii. 3. 



A 1 /"HEN 1 look up to yonder sky, 

So pure, so bright, so wondrous high, 
I think of One I cannot see. 
But One who sees and cares for me. 

'Tis He my daily food provides. 
And all that I require besides ; 
And when I close my slumbering eye 
I sleep in peace, for He is nigh. 

Then surely I should always love 
This gracious God, who reigns above ; 
For very good indeed is He 
To love a little child like me ! 

Sunday at Home, 1 866. 
;U7 



iPotjember 7. 



n^Hh Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
Him, to all that call upon Him in. truth. — 
Ps. cxlv. t8. 



'M'ONE is like God, who reigns above, 

So great, so pure, so high ; 
None is like God, whose name is Love, 
And who is always nigh. 

He is our best and kindest friend. 
And guards us night and day ; 

To all our wants He will attend, 
And answer when we pray. 

O if we love Him as we ought. 

And on His grace rely, 
We shall be joyful at the thought 

That God is always nigh. 



ilJobeinbcf 8. 



I^VERY good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father 
lights.— yiz/^/. i. 17. 



T T ow very kind is God to me I 

Look where I may His gifts I sec 
The food I eat, the clothes I wear, 
Are tokens of my Maker's care. 

He gives me friends and teachers kind. 
Who seek to train my infant mind 
His holy Name to know and love. 
And raise my thoughts to things above. 

Lord, let Thy tender love to me 

Draw forth my heart in love to Thcc; 

Love that shall lead me-to obey, 

And serve and praise Thee day by day. 

Oil) 



ilJotiembe!: n. 



HPhe grass withereth, the flower fadeth; but 
the word of our God shall stand for ever, 
— Isa. xl. 8. 

I beheld . . . aad all the birds 'of the heavens 
were fled.— ^<?r. iv. 25. 



TJ^ VERY spring the sweet young flowers 

Open bright and gay, 
Till the chilly autumn hours 

Wither them away. 
There's a land we have not seen, 
Where the trees are always green. 

Little birds sing songs of praise 

All the summer long, 
But in colder, shorter days. 

They forget their song. 
There's a place where angels sing 
Ceaseless praises to their King. 

Mrs. Alexander. 



iPofeember 12. 



lY word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path. — Fs, cxix. 105. 

: the commandment is a lamp, and the law 
is light. — Frov, vi. 23. 



» ♦» 



T ET Thy holy Word instruct us ; 

Fill our minds with heavenly light ; 
Let Thy love and grace constrain us 

To approve whatever is right, 
Take Thine easy yoke, and wear it, 

And to prove Thy burden light. 

Taught to lisp the holy praises 

Which on earth Thy children sing. 
Both with lips and hearts unfeigned 

May we our thank-offerings bring; 
Then, with all the saints in glory, 
J om to praise our Lord and King. 

Miss J. Leeson. 
3.::) A A 



iPotjember 13. 



A ND David behaved himself wisely in all his 
ways, and the Lord was with him.— 
I Sam. xviii. 14. 



/^^OOD David, whose psalms have so often been 
sung, 

At first was not noble or grand ; 
But only a shepherd-boy when he was young, 

Though afterwards king of the land. 

But while he sat watching his sheep in the fold, 
To guard them from danger abroad, 

It then was his greatest delight, we are told, 
To think on the works of the Lord. 

Thus seeking so early for knowledge and truth. 

His childhood in wisdom began; , 
And therefore the Lord was the guide of his youth 

And made him so mighty a man. 

Taylor. 
354 



i^ofeember 14. 



#♦# 



) Judah gathered themselves together to 

ask help of the Lord. And all Judah 

[ before the' Lord, with their little ones, 

wives, and their children. — 2 Chron, xx. 



A IThen children join in singing 

The mighty Saviour's praise, 
It is on earth beginning 
The endless song to raise. 

When children join in praying 
To Him who heareth prayer, 

They then are Christ obeying, 
Who makes a child His care. 

When children join in learning 

The way that leads above. 
It is a step returning 

Towards the God of love. 

J. K. Pelly. 
355 



j^obtmber 15. 



"IIThat must I do to be saved? Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved — Acts, xvi. 30, 31. 



,^ — 

T AM a sinful child, 

My nature is depraved. 
My heart is guilty and defiled : 
Oh, how can I be saved? 

The Bible shows the wav : 

I must rep>ent of sin, 
And ask the Lord to take away 

This evil heart within. 

To Jesus, God's dear Son, 

For pardon I must fly ; 
He died for sins that I have done, 
And now He reigns on high. 

Hymns for Little Children. 
'^5C 



i^o\}ttnbtt 1 6. 



Lord, my God, Thou art very great ; Thou 

art clothed with honour and majesty. Who 

merest Thyself with light as with a garment. — 



CIV. I, 2. 



-f- 



l\yr Y God, how wonderful Thou art ! 

Thy majesty how bright ! 
How beautiful Thy mercy-seat. 
In depths of burning light ! 

Yet I may love Thee too, O Lord, 

Almighty as Thou art ; 
For Thou hast stooped to ask of me 

The love of my poor heart. 

No earthly father loves like Thee; 

No mother, e'er so mild. 
Bears and forbears as Thou hast done 

With me Thy sinful child. 

Children's Hymns. 
357 



iPobraibcc 17. 



'Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my 

God. — Ps, cxliii. lo. 

■ 

He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk 
in His paths. — Mic. iv. 2. 



-H- 



/^ Lord, I do not know the way, 

And I cannot choose what's right ; — 
The Bible tells me Thou wilt say, 
And keep me ever in Thy sight. 

O Lord, what can I do for Thee ? 

I am but such a little child ; — 
The Bible says that Thou wilt help. 

And make me .kind, and meek, and mild. 

And though I cannot do as much 

As older ones may do for Thee ; — 

The Bible says that Thou wilt teach 

A little child to work for Thee. 

F, E. G. 

\ 



ifHo^mibtt 1 8. 



we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. — 
;//;/, i. 8. 



T KNOW that I was born in sin, 

I feel much evil work within — 
Sins that offend my Maker's eyes, 
Dwell in my heart and often rise. 

And when I think I will be good, 
I feel I cannot if I would ; 
I seem almost to try in vain. 
For soon I am as bad again. 

Father in heaven ! Thy grace impart. 

To make me good and pure in heart ; 

That I from sin may turn away, 

And love Thee always and obey. 

Hymns for Little Children. 
:3.">!) 



0o\}tmbtc 19. 



»♦ » 



'T'he Syrians .... had brought away captive 
out of Israel a little maid ; and she waited 
on Naaman's wife. —2 Kifigs^ v. 2. 



I ♦ * 



A ND God was pleased that child to make 

A messenger of good, 
For often of the seer she spake 

Who in Samaria stood ; 
And ' Would to God,' she sometimes said, 
* My Lord were to that prophet led.' 

Lord, wheresoever I may be. 

In high or low estate. 
May I be faithful found to Thee, 

And humbly on Thee wait. 
And strive and pray Thy truth to spread. 
E'en like that little captive maid. 

M. A. Stodart. 



i^otjembec 20. 



INHERE shall be one fold and one Shepherd.- 

John^ X. 16. 



«♦! 



A ND is it true what I am told, 

That there are lambs within the fold 
Of God's belovM Son ? 
That Jesus Christ, with tender care. 
Will in His arms most gently bear 
The helpless little one ? 

Yes, I, a little straying lamb, 
May come to Jesus as I am, 

Though goodness I have none ; 
May now be folded on His breast, 
As birds within the parent nest. 

And be His little one. 

Miss A. M. Hull. 
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ilJotemfter 21. 



YTe are the children of the Lord your 

— Deut, xiv. I. 



God. 



"C^ATHER, unto Thee we raise 

Simple streams of earnest praise ; 
Praise for blessings freely given, 
Health and strength, and hope of heaven. 
Hear, O Father, hear our strain, 
Bless our youthful hearts again. 

Father, high in heaven above. 
Thou wilt smile in sweetest love 
Ever on a child who prays. 
Asking Thee to guide its ways : 
Father, bless us now, we pray ; 
(luide us in Thy narrow way. 

ChildretCs Fricndy 1865. 



i^otiember 22. 



I^HEN Israel was a child, then I loved him. 

Hos. xi. I. 



t ♦ I 



T ITTLE children, Jesus loves you, 

Loves you every day and night. 
Watches you while waking, sleeping. 
Keeps you ever in His sight. 

Loves you in the time for working, 
Loves you in the time for play. 

Loves you through the night's long silence, 
Loves you in the stir of day. 

When youVe feeling very happy. 

With some games or favourite friends, 

Don't forget that even Jesus 
Each and every pleasure sends. 



i^obenibec 23. 



HThis God is our God for ever and ever; He 
will be our guide even unto death.— 
Ps. xlviii. 14. • 



r^ CD of mercy, throned on high, 
Listen from Thy lofty seat ; 
Hear, oh, hear our feeble cry ! 
Guide, oh, guide our wandering feet ! 

Jesus, lover of the young. 

Cleanse us with Thy blood divine ! 
Ere the tide of sins grow strong. 

Save us, keep us, make us Thine ! 

• 

Let us ever hear Thy voice. 

Ask Thy counsel every day ; - 

Saints and angels will rejoice. 

If we walk in wisdom's way. 

*W4 



iitJolicmlicf 24. 



TDraise the Lord ; call upon His name 

Sing unto the Lord; for He hath done 
excellent things : this is known in all the earth. 

r 

• — Isa, xii. 4, 5. 

— »-♦-« — 

r^ OD of glory, God of grace, 

Hear from heaven Thy dwelling-place, 
While our feeble voices sing 
Grateful praises to our King. 

God the Saviour, Thee we bless 
For Thy life of righteousness ; 
For Thy fearful death of shame 
Infant voices bless Thy name. 

Great Eternal, Three in One, 
" Hear, oh, hear us from Thy throne ; 
Keep us till we see Thy face 
In Thy heavenly dwelling-place. 



i^obembei: 25. 



A ND Jacob said, Surely the Lord is in this 
place ! — Gen. xxviiL i6. 



A MONO the deepest shades of night 

Can there be one who sees my way ? 
Yes, God is like a shining light, 
That turns the darkness into day. 

When every eye around me sleeps, 
May I not sin without control ? 

No ; for a constant watch He keeps 
On every thought of every soul. 

O may this truth abide with me. 
And fill my heart with holy fear ! 

In every place my thought should be, 
* I dare not sin, for God is here ! ' 



iPotienibef 26. 



\uR Lord Jesus^ that great Shepherd of the 

sheep. — Heb. xiii. 20. 
!e shall feed them, and He shall be their 
Shepherd. — Ezck. xxxiv. 23. 



«♦ % 



JESUS, our gentle Shepherd, see 
Thy tender lambs of Zion's fold : 
Lo ! we are come to follow Thee ; 
Gather and guard us as of old : 
While through the desert world we stray. 
Preserve us in the narrow way. 

Much do we need Thy watchful care. 
Through every day and every hour ; 

For life is set with many a snare, 
And Satan wanders to devour : 

But we are safe from all alarms 

Within our heavenly Shepherd's arms. 

Taylor. 

307 



i^otjember 27. 



TVIy little children, these things write I ui 
you that ye sin not.-i/ohn^ ii, i. 



T AM a very little child, 

Vvci very young and very wild, 

And sometimes naughty, too ; 
I'm led by many a foolish thought 
To do the thing I neither ought 

To think of, nor to do. 

But God, the Holy God above, 
Is very kind, and full of love 

For little ones like me ; 
And He will hear me if I pray, 
And He will help me every day 

A better child to be. 

Children's Friend., 1866 



J^obember 28. 



-*• 



"PoR the Lord giveth wisdom ; out of 
mouth Cometh knowledge and in 
standing. — Frai'. ii. 6. 



if^' 



"VToUNG in years, we need the wisdom 
Which can only come from Thee 
In the mom of our existence 
Let us Thy salvation see. 

Changed in spirit, 
Then shall we Thy children be. 

When temptation shall assail us, 
When we falter by the way, 

Let Thine arm of strength defend us, — 

Saviour, hear us when we pray : 

Thou art mighty. 

Be Thou then our rock and stav. 

Mrs. Shi 
HOD u u 




"y here's a Friend for little 

Aljove the bright blue . 

A Friend that never changes 

Whose love will never die. 

There's a home for little chili 

Above the bright blue sky, 
Where Jesus reigns in glory ,- 

A home of peace and joy ; 
Ko home on earth is like it, 

Nor can wilh it comp^ire, 
For every one is hnppy, 

Nor can be happier ihere. 



J^otembef 30. 



ILL ye also go away ? . . . Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Thou hast the words of 
nal \iit,^/ohn, vi. 67, 68. 



i 



AITe come to Thee, dear Saviour ! 

Just because we need Thee so ; 
None need Thee more than we do, 
None are half so vile and low. 

We come to Thee, dear Saviour \ 
For to whom, Lord, can we go ? 

The words of life eternal 
From Thy lips for ever flow. 

We come to Thee, dear Saviour ! 

And Thou wilt not ask us why ; 
We cannot live without Thee, 

And still less without Thee die. 

Children's Hymtis^ 
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^ovnlns fSraper* 



HPhe beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety 
by Him, and the Lord shall cover him all 
the day long. — Deut xxxiii. 12. 



T THANK Thee, Lord, for quiet rest, 

And for Thy care of me : 
Oh, let me through this day be blest. 
And kept from harm by Thee. 

Oh, let me love Thee ! Kind Thou art 

To children such as I ; 
Give me a gentle, holy heart ; 

Be Thou my Friend on high. 

Help me to please my parents dear. 

And do whate'er they tell ; 
Bless all my friends, both far and near, 

And keep them safe and well. 

M. L. Duncan. 



(Cbemnff draper. 



'HE Lord do keep it, . . . lest any hurt it, 
I will keep it night and day. — Isa. xxvii. 3. 



r\ LITTLE child, lie still and sleep ! 

Jesus is near, 

Thou need'st not fear : 
No one need fear whom God doth keep, 

By day and night : 
Then lay Thee down in slumber deep 

Till morning light. 

O little child, lie still and rest ; 
He sweetly sleeps 
Whom Jesus keeps, 
And in the morning wake, so blest, 

His child to be: 
Love every one, but love Him best — 
He first loved thee. 

Speldhurst Hymn-book. 
:n5 
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2Decembec i. 



And the Child grew, and waxed strong i 
spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grac 
of God was upon Him. — Luke^ ii. 40. 



-I* — 

/^NCE lived and roved the fairest child 

That ever blest the earth ; 
The happiest, the holiest. 
That e'er had human birth. 

Kindly in all His deeds and words. 

And gentle as the dove ; 
Obedient, affectionate. 

His very soul was love. 

Oh ! is it not a blessed thought, 

Children of human birth, 
That once the Saviour was a child, 

And lived upon the earth? 



3December 2. 



r^ROw in grace, and in the knowledge of 






our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.- 



2 Pet, iii. 18. 



r^ HILDREN ! there is none like Jesus, 

Fond and tender, gentle, kind ; 
'Mongst the friends on earth who love us 
None like Jesus you can find ; 

He calls you lambs. He marks your names. 
And knows the secret of your mind. 



Sin to you must be as hateful 

As it is in Jesu's sight : 
Strive to love Him, and be grateful ; 

Try to think and do what's right. 

And He will give you grace to live, 

And walk as children of the light. 

377 
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"LTerein is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. — i John, iv. lo. 



AITho is He that, out of love. 

Came to save us from above? 
God's own Son to save us came ; 
Jesus is His lovely name. 

Oh, what love that moved Him thus 
To become a child like us ! 
That we little ones might see. 
In His life, what we should be. 

Like Him may we seek to be 
From all evil tempers free ; 
And as daily more we know, 
More like Jesus may we grow. 



SDecembei: 4. 
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EStJS Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. — Hcb, xiii. 8. 



AIThen Jesus dwelt upon this earth 

His actions all were love; 
He little children blessed, and called 
Them to His house above. 

And still He little children loves. 
Though now He dwells in heaven ; 

Invites them to believe in Him, 
And have their sins forgiven. 

Though now they cannot hear His voice. 

Their hearts with joy to fill ; 

Yet little children may rejoice. 

For Jesus loves them still. 

^71) 
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A s touching brotherly love, ... ye yours 
are taught of God to love one anoth 
t Thess, iv. 9. 



i-»t 



T ET love through all your actions rui 

And all your words be mild ; 
Live like the blessed Virgin's Son, 
That sweet and lovely child. 

His soul was gentle as a lamb ; 

And as His stature grew, 
He grew in favour both with man, 

And God, His Father, too. 

Now Lord of all He reigns above, 
And from His heavenly throne 

He sees what children dwell in love. 
And marks them for His own. 

Wat 



SDecembec 6. 



are all the children of Ood by faith in 
Christ Jesus. — GaL iii. 26. 



XlTlLL God my Father be — 

That God who reigns above? 
I wonder He should notice me, 
With so much care and love. 

I am so weak and small, 

And He so very great ; 
I wonder He should think at all 

Upon my humble state ! 

Yet does He think of me, 

And to my wants attend ; 

And every day His care I see. 

And on His grace depend. 
U81 
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2Decnnber 7. 



« ♦ I 



T^EAR not, little flock ; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. — 
Luke^ xii. 32. 



»♦ » 



T^EAR Jesus, let an infant claim 

The favour to adore Thy name ; 
Thou wast so meek that babes might be 
Encouraged to draw near to Thee. 

My gracious Saviour, I believe 
Thou canst a little child receive ; 
Thy tender love for us is free, 
And why not love poor sinful me ? 

Then to a child, dear Lord, impart 
A humble, meek, and lowly heart ; 
O cleanse me by Thy precious blood, 
And fill me with the love of God. 

Rev. Rowland Hil 



2DcccnUiCL* N. 



"llfASH me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
• ' cleanse me from my sin. Wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow. — Fs. li. 2, 7. 



-I* 



/^UR sins are as scarlet, do Thou make us clean, 
^^ Washed white in Thy blood, as the beautiful 

snow ; 
The robe of Thy righteousness on us be seen. 
The joy of forgiveness our young hearts shall 
know. 
We come, O we come ; Thou wilt welcome us 
home, 
Our peace, like a river, unbroken shall flow. 

Our loving Redeemer, we trust in Thy word — 
The word which of old called the children to 
Thee ; 
Its tones all so tender with joy we have heard, 

IForbid not the lambs who would come unto Me.' 
We come, O we come ; Thou wilt welcome us 
home. 
The rest of our souls on Thy bosom shall be. 

:3b3 



3>ecember9« 



1/ EEP me as the apple of the eye; hide me mider 
the shadow of Thy wings. — J^s. xvii. 8. 



AXTe are Httle children, 

Weak and apt to stray 
Saviour, guide and lead us 
In the heavenly way. 

Save us, Lord, from sinning, 
Watch us day by day ; 

Help us now to love Thee, 
Take our sins away. 



Then, when Jesus calls us 
To our heavenly home, 

We would gladly answer, 
Saviour, Lord, we come! 



aDecember lo. 



WILL instruct thee, and teach thee in the way 
which thou shalt go ; I will guide thee with 
ine eye. — Fs, xxxii. 8. 



nPHEY are blest, and blest for ever, 

Who in childhood's early day 
Seek the care of Him who never 

Turns the seeking soul away : 

Jesus, lest their feet should slide, 

Condescends to be their guide. 

He, their Shepherd and their Saviour, 

Will with eyes of love behold. 
And regard with kindest favour, 

Every lamb within His fold. 

He will guide them by His love 

To His blessed fold above. 

Sitnday Scholar's Hymn-book. 
\\tb c C 
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aDecember n. 



IJ iM that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast 

out. — -JoJm, vi. 37. 



/'"^OME to the Saviour, and believe 
The gracious words He says ; 
Your little heart now to Him give. 
In these your early days. 

Come unto Him in humble prayer, 

His arms are wide for you, 
And you shall find a sweet rest there, 

And have His blessing, too. 

I'd like to be by Jesus blest, 

And feel His hands on me ; 
I would upwn His bosom rest, 

His little one would be. 

Sunday at Hofne, 1 866. 
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ARTHA went her way, and called Mary her 
sister secretly, saying, The Master is 
le, and calleth for thee. As soon as she 
rd that, she arose quickly, and came unto 
Ti,—John, xi. 28, 29. 



/^OME, little children, come, 

The Saviour calls you near ; 
Hell tell you of His heavenly home, 
And gently lead you there. 

Haste, little children, haste, 

To be the Saviour's lambs ; 
Come, of His loving-kindness taste, 

And nestle in His arms. 

Try, little children, try 

To love the Saviour well, 
Who left His home above the sky 

To save your souls from hell. 

Book of Praise. 
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"VTe are not your own, for ye are bought with a 

price : therefore glorify God in your body, 

and in your spirit, which are God's. — i Cor, 

vi. 19, 20. 

— '^ 

T 'll give my strength to Jesus, 
Of foot, and hand, and will ; 
Run where He sends, and ever strive 
His pleasure to fulfil. 

Ill give my time to Jesus ; 

Oh, that each hour might be 
Filled up with holy work for Him 

Who spent His life for me ! 

ni give my wealth to Jesus — 

'Tis little I possess ; 
But all I am and all I have, 

Dear Lord, accept and bless. 



iDecembei: 14. 



4— 



pOLLow thou yi^.—john, xxi. 22. 

Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou 
goest. — Luke, ix. 57. 



"pvERY little step I take 

Forward in my heavenly way ; 
Every little effort make 
To grow Christ-like day by day ; 

Little sighs and little prayers, 
Even little tears which fall ; 

Little hopes, and fears, and cares, — 
Saviour, Thou dost know them all. 

Thus my greatest joy is this. 
That my Saviour, loving, mild, 

Knows the children's weaknesses. 
And Himself was once a child. 

:JH9 



2Deceniber 15. 



T WILL feed My flock, and I will cause them to lie 
down, saith the Lord God. — Ezek. xxxiv. 15. 

And they all shall have one Shepherd. — 
Ezek, xxxvii. 24. 



T N the Name of Him who bought us 

With His own atoning blood, 
To His fold in childhood brought us — 

He our shelter, He our food — 
We poor lambs upon the mountain 

Gather round our Shepherd good. 

Heavenly Father, bless Thy children ; 

Saviour, bind us fast to Thee ; 
Holy Spirit, teach us, save us. 

Make us strong and truly free : 
Lord of love, in truth and goodness. 

Thine for ever may we be ! 

CJiildretCs Hymns. 
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3 LESS me, even me also, O my father !- 

Gen, xxvii. 34. 



i-»t 



T>LESS me, my Father, even me ; 

Thine early grace impart : 
Oh, draw my infant soul to Thee, 
And cleanse from sin my heart. 

Since Thou hast made me by Thy power, 

I should Thy Name adore ; 
Since Thou dost keep me every hour, 

I ought to love Thee more. 

Bless me, my Father, even me. 

And fill me with Thy love, 
That I on earth may live to Thee, 

And dwell with Thee above. 

Hymns for Little Children, 



\ 
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A GAIN .... John stood, and two of his dis- 
ciples; and looking upon Jesus as He 
walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God ! 
And the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus.— JbAn, i. 35-37. 



I ♦ « 



I 



JESUS Christ our Saviour, 
Once for us a child ; 
In Thy whole behaviour 
Meek, obedient, mild : 

In Thy footsteps treading. 
We Thy lambs will be ; 

Foe nor danger dreading, 
While we follow Thee. 

Let Thine angels guide us ; 

Let Thine arms enfold ; 
In Thy bosom hide us, 

Sheltered from the cold. 
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iAT signs and wonders may be done 
the name of Thy Holy Child Jesu 



y, IV. 30. 



'T^HERE is a Name I love to hear ; 

I love to sing its worth : 
It sounds like music in mine ear — 
The sweetest name on earth. 

It tells me of a Saviour's love, 
Who died to set me free ; 

It tells me of His precious blood, 
The sinner's perfect plea. 

Jesus, the name I love so well, 
The name I love to hear ; 

No saint on earth its worth can tell, 
No heart conceive how dear. 



